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“The great cause of Improvement in
Government, in Religion, in Morals, in
Literature, is the great cause of mankind.
Bigotry and Despotism may rear their
“miscreated fronts” to thwart your way, but
the consuming beams of Truth must drive
them back to their original darkness. In
this happy land, however, you have no
such obstacles to oppose;—equally of
laws and freedom of conscience leave
you a wide and cheerful field to act
upon.”

Isaac	Harby,	A	Discourse	Delivered	
before	the	Reformed	Society	of	
Israelites,	November	21,	1825	





“Thou	knowest we	are	bereft	of	our	
country,	and	we	must	sing	praises	in	a	
strange	land;	we	have	now	no	Jerusalem,	
no	temple,	no	high	priest,	and	no	burnt	
offering	for	thy	worship.	But,	oh	Lord!	
Though	despisest not	a	repentant	heart,	
therefore	wilt	Thou	hear	our	prayers	
which	we	will	offer	up	to	Thee	within	the	
walls	of	the	house,	to	be	erected	on	this	
foundation.”

“Rev.	Mr.	Rosenfeld’s	Address	at	
Charleston,”	Occident (May	1847):	
78-79



“I	have	not	seen	the	paper	you	sent	containing	an	account	of	the	
Charleston	congregation	but	have	heard	some	passages	quoted	that	are	
certainly	unorthodox.	“This	is	our	temple,	this	is	our	city,	this	is	our	
Palestine.”	Is	it	possible	a	Jew	can	write	or	speak	so?	Then	where	is	the	
truth	of	prophesy	[sic]?	Where	the	fulfillment	of	promises?	What	is	the	
hope	of	Israel?	Of	what	does	the	scattered	people	bear	witness?	Alas	we	
may	hang	our	harps	on	the	willow	and	weep	for	the	spiritual	
destruction	of	Jerusalem	when	her	own	children	are	content	to	sing	the	
songs	of	Zion	in	a	strange	land	and	deny	the	words	of	God	so	often	
repeated	by	the	prophets.	I	am	afraid	the	good	people	of	Charleston	are	
paying	too	much	for	their	organ	and	allow	more	important	objects	to	be	
sacrificed.	Certainly	the	greatest	enemies	of	the	Jews	never	have	denied	
their	claims	on	the	country	inherited	from	their	fathers,	or	doubted	
they	would	be	restored	to	it	in	the	time	God	shall	appoint.	How	then	
can	the	Charleston	congregation	sell	their	birth	right	for	a	mess	of	
pottage?	But	I	beg	your	pardon,	as	I	said	before	I	speak	from	hearsay	
and	would	fain	hope	there	are	watchmen	at	their	posts,	scattered	
among	the	people	who	will	warn	them	when	they	are	in	danger	of	
falling	into	error	by	the	spirit	of	innovation	which	has	been	the	vice	of	
ages	among	other	religious	denominations.”

Rebecca	Gratz	to	Miriam	Gratz	Cohen,	March	29,	1841,	American	
Jewish	Archives,	Cincinnati,	OH



“You	tell	us	that	these	United	States	are	Jerusalem,	
that	Israel	wishes	for	no	restoration,	and	has	none	
to	expect.	And	so,	because	a	handful	of	Jews	have	
in	these	states	recovered	those	inalienable	rights	
which	belong	to	them	as	men:	Because	here	are	a	
few—not	one	in	a	hundred,	of	the	professors	of	the	
faith	of	Israel	throughout	the	world,	are	relieved	
from	the	grievous	pressure	from	without,	against	
which	their	brethren	in	the	faith	have	every	where	
to	bear	up:	Because	here	the	lowest,	the	most	
material	of	their	animal	wants	can	be	provided	for	
with	abundance,	and	the	finger	of	scorn	is	not	
actually	and	pointedly	held	up	at	the	Jew;	
therefore,	he	is	to	sever	his	hopes	and	interests	
from	his	suffering	brethren,	and	is	not	only	to	rob	
them	of	that	energy,	that	mortal	motive	which	so	
long	has	sustained	them,	but	is	even	to	outrage	
their	feelings	and	lacerate	their	hearts	by	telling	
them	that	their	constancy	is	folly,	their	firm	
adherence	to	principle	stiffneckedness,—their	
deeply	rooted	faith	a	delusion.”

Morris J. Raphall, The Constancy 
of Israel (Charleston, 1850), 17 



“There	is	a	second	party	that	has	already	come	more	in	
contact	with	the	world	and	that	with	sagacious	
foresight	understands	very	well	that	something	must	
be	done	to	satisfy	the	wants	of	the	time.	It	is	the	party	
of	external	order	and	decorum	…	They	are	willing	to	
add	something	to	the	services	and	religious	
ceremonies,	but	will	never	agree	that	anything	
should	be	subtracted	therefrom.	They	do	not	wear	
their	beard	any	more	in	the	nine	days	of	Ab;	they	
shave	them	themselves	on	Yom- tob,	&c.	but	consider	
themselves	anyhow	as	good	Jews	as	the	first	class,	who	
are	willing	to	banish	and	excommunicate	at	any	cost	
and	any	risk,	reform	and	reformers.”

L.D.	“Parties—Keep	Peace!”	Asmonean	(August	4,	1854):	125	



“Many	ask:	why	do	we,	who	do	not	care	to	
return	to	Palestine,	observe	the	  תיב תברח

שדקמה .	This	is	asked	only	by	those	who	see	
nothing	in	Reform	Judaism	but	a	matter	of	
convenience.	Many	of	them	chant	kinot
(without	fasting!),	drape	the	synagogue	in	
black—but	don’t	shed	a	tear.	For	us,	however,	
next	to	Sinai,	this	day	marks	the	most	
important	occurrence	in	our	history.	The	
rabbis,	in	a	prophetic	spirit	said:	thus	today	we	
celebrate	the	birthday	of	the	Messiah,	i.e.,	Israel	
in	the	beginning	of	its	messianic	activities.	On	
Passover,	we	celebrated	the	redemption	from	
Egypt,	our	having	been	chosen	as	God’s	first	
born.	But	today	we	celebrate	the	birth	of	Israel	
as	a	redeemer	of	mankind,	for	on	this	day	
began	our	wanderings	throughout	the	world.”	

David Einhorn, “Ninth of Ab,” Sinai 4 (1859): 239 



Isaac M. Wise, Reminiscences, trans. David 
Philipson (Cincinnati: Leo Wise and Company, 
1901), 23

“Domestic Record,” Israelite
(September 11, 1863): 83





“America—the	liberal	and	the	enlightened—
has	never	lifted	up	a	hand	to	strike	the	
Hebrew.	On	the	contrary,	she	generously	
invited	him	to	come	and	thrive	and	rise	high	
in	her	vast	domains.	The	outcast	of	Judea,	
who	was	yet	the	pariah	of	a	narrowminded	
world,	availed	himself	of	the	offer,	and	for	
over	a	century	has	lived	free	from	the	
molestation	and	vexations	to	which	he	has	
been	exposed,	ever	and	anon,	in	regions	
where	he	had	sought	shelter.	Therefore,	
Israelites	love	America	and	seek	her	welfare,	
but	the	appreciation	of	their	favorable	
conditions	does	not	blot	out	the	memories	of	
the	past,	nor	their	compassionate	feelings	
toward	brethren	who	are	still	the	target	of	
inveterate	bigotry.	The	ninth	of	Ab	awakens	
afresh	those	reminiscences	and	those	
sentiments,	so	that	the	faithful	among	the	
free	lament	with	the	enslaved	the	results	of	
the	occurrences	upon	that	fatal	day.”

“The	Fast	of	Ab,”	Jewish	Record
(July	17,	1885):	4



S.S.C., “The Ninth of Ab,” Jewish Messenger (August 5, 1881): 7



“Let	us	now	cast	a	glance	into	a	strict	Orthodox	community	to	
study	the	ritual	observed	on	the	Ninth	of	Ab.	On	the	eve	of	the	
fast	day	the	people,	in	stockings	or	slippers,	are	seated	on	the	
floor	of	the	synagogue,	or	rather	on	little	benches	lower	than	
their	regular	seats	…	Business	is	not	in	general	interrupted	in	
the	Ghetto	during	the	day,	but	in	the	houses	of	the	pious	the	
candles	for	the	dead	are	burning;	the	children	do	not	play	in	
the	streets	as	usual;	the	people	do	not	greet	one	another.	After	
the	evening	service,	at	which	a	lesson	of	the	Torah	is	read,	the	
fast	day	is	ended.”

“The	Ninth	of	Ab:	How	and	Why	the	Fast	is	Observed,”	
New	Era (July	1904):	169	

“The	fast	of	Tisha	b’Ab comes	this	year	at	a	time	when	the	
hopes	that	the	glorious	past	of	the	Holy	Land	will	be	revived	
still	persists	in	millions	of	Jewish	hearts.	The	time	has	not	yet	
come	when	orthodox	Jews	are	unwilling	to	observe	this	day	by	
fasting	and	prayer.	Whether	it	ever	will	come	is	extremely	
doubtful	…	Now	that	working	for	Zion	has	come	to	supplement	
the	ancient	and	time-honored	custom	of	prayer	for	it	we	may	
reasonably	hope	that	the	custom	of	mourning	for	Zion	will	ere	
many	years	have	rolled	around	be	regarded	as	no	longer	
necessary.”

“The	Ninth	of	Ab,”	Jewish	Exponent (August	12,	1921):	4



“The observance of the eve of Tisha B’av was indeed 
beautiful and traditional. Seated on the floor, campers 
and councellors [sic] recalled the periodic exiles which 
began with the first and second destruction of the 
Temple. Uncle Hal Koppelman, in his characteristic way, 
held his audience spell bound by his dramatic narration 
of the history of Tisha B’av. Then Uncle Bernie 
interpreted the history of Tisha B’av, past and present. 
He pointed out the significance of the dispersion of our 
people, and what is the modern condition of the Jew. 
And as a fitting climax to the evening Cantor Kantor 
chanted the Kinos. A word of praise is in order for the 
Hebrew group which was led by our very able Hersh 
Stein.” 

“Jewish Life in Camp Mohaph,” Mohaph Mirror
(1924): 5 



“From	the	earliest	days	of	the	Massad idea	its	
founders	put	their	accent	on	all	those	forms	of	
Jewish	life	which	are	instrumental	in	the	
preservation	of	Judaism.	Few	students	of	Jewish	
history	doubt	the	tremendous	importance	of	
religious	precept	and	practice	in	the	survival	
scheme.	At	Massad the	prayers,	the	observance	of	
Shabbat,	the	impressive	rites	of	tishah b’av and	
other	religious	observances	become	integral	and	
functional	because	they	assume	their	natural	place	
in	the	totality	of	Jewish	living.	For	example,	the	
whole	community	of	Massad prepares	for	the	
Sabbath;	camper	and	counsellor	alike	engage	in	
transforming	the	area	of	the	profane	into	holy	
ground.	It	is	hard	to	exaggerate	the	positive	effect	of	
such	participation	on	the	child.”

Maurice	M.	Shudofsky,	“Massad—An	
Experiment	in	Hebrew	Summer	Camping,”	
Jewish	Frontier 18	(December	1951):	29



“Practically,	the	continued	observance	of	Tisha	B’av
must	concern	itself	with	the	two	great	historical	
events	of	modern	times	as	well	as	with	past	history.	
These	two	are:	“Churbon Europa”	and	the	founding	
of	Medinath Israel	…	a	valid	orthodox	view	on	the	
question	of	continued	observance	of	the	national	fast	
days,	based	on	Halochic [sic] grounds,	sees	no	need	
of	discarding	them	because	of	contemporary	
developments.	It	sees	rather	in	the	great	historic	
events	of	the	last	two	decades,	an	opportunity	for	
deepening	our	experience	of	these	days,	an	occasion	
for	discovering	new	avenues	of	expression	of	the	
entire	gamut	of	our	national	experiences	within	
rather	than	without	the	framework	of	the	hallowed	
traditions	of	Israel.	By	blending	these	historic	events	
into	the	grand	stream	of	Jewish	religious	life,	we	will	
find	an	opportunity	for	giving	new	dimensions	to	our	
near-emasculated	religious	consciousness.”

Norman	Lamm,	“Tisha	B’av Today,”	
Jewish	Life 23	(July-August	1956):	47-51	


