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Lecture #10
Mizmor 51 — Structure & Messages
Mizmor 51 versus the story in Il Samuel 11-12
Il Samuel (1st Temple) & Tehillim (2@ Temple)

Mizmor 51 — Image of King David in Tehillim
(= Talmud = Contextual Interpretation of Tehillim)
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Introductory Note: King David as a Role Model
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The Book of Tehillim as a Book - Contents, Structure and Meaning

Part II (90-150) Return to Zion, Restoration of the

Part I (1-89) - the Davidic Kingdom during the 1* Temple Period Davidic Kingdom and Redemption of the World

Book I (1-41) / Book II (42-72) Book I1I (73-89) Book IV (90-106) \ / Book V (107-150) AN
Return to Zion and Rebirth of Israelin its  {Tikun Olam Mending
» . g - _E'? . . ;“
L e o 20, s g Land (107-136) the World (137-150)
leay ¥ o
g ta Mcﬂ
. Sy, A
o 1 mwlhei- L oo The Kingdom = Lov B Culcelon
e . David'sreligious and ethical Returns Ajconty Return of the Davidic
byDamid | PR teackings 86 101 103 108 109 110 3% 8
the - el Godis the Egyptian Halled The Great Hallel
:‘h{g Praise and Zion as the Religious
" Thanksgiving
amf Sons of Thanksgiviag 111-118
3.8 w From Exile to
Ingathering of
| the Exiles
‘Halldujah 45)
Give thanks to he
Lard for He b good,
o E}"“E] i ”;ﬂ‘ for il kindness s (43, L)
= farever g5 Hallehujah {1 o)
C ion of Elohim mi im42-83 > » »
Concluding Blessed be the Lord Blessed bethe Lord Blessed be the Lord Blessed be the Lord Blessed bethe Lord
VErSES God, The God of Israel
God of Israel God of Israel
‘Who alone does wonders. From Zion
And blessed is His glorious name Who dwells in
from etemity to eternity forever forever For eternity to eternity Jerusalem
And let the whole earth be filled with His glory Andlet all the people say Let all who breathe
Amenand Amen Amenand Amen Amen and Amen Amen Praise the Lord
s
41,14 72, 18-20 89,53 106, 48 135,21 150, 6
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http://biblewalks.com/Sites/DavidTomb.html

TU/ ﬁw (“Sitz im Leben”)
|

@ King David Solomon his son build the Temple
David will not build the Temple because of the sin with
Bat Sheva and the killing of many people; Solomon
his son will build the Temple that David prepared for
him (Il Samuel 7; | Chronicles 22, 5-19)

David = Penitent Baal Teshuva

@ Asaf (_ the singers knowledgeable in the song of
God in the Temple

| Chronicles 25, 1.7-9: Then, David and the generals
of the army separated for the service of the sons of
Asaf, Heiman and Yeduthun, who prophesied with
harps, lyres and cymbals...And their number, with
their brothers fraified iR SiNGIng tnto the Lord; every]
EXpert...like the small one so the great one, scholar
with pupil. And the first lot of ASaf came out to Joseph,
the second to Gedaliah, he and his sons and his
brothers 12

® Bnei Korach (12) the Temple gatekeepers

| chronicles 26, 1.19: Of the divisions of the gatekeepers of
the Korachites, Mehelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of
Asaf...These are the divisions of the gatekeepers of the sons
of the Korachites and the sons of the Merari

|

King David is surrounded in the Temple
with the Leviim ASaf and Sons of Korach

]
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Mizmor 51
1 For the conductor, a song of David: 2 When Nathan the
prophet came to him after he had been with Bat-Sheva.

~

3 Be gracious to me, O God, as befits Your kindness; in keeping
with Your abundant mercies, erase my transgressions. 4 Wash
me thoroughly of my iniquity and purify me of my sin. 5 For |
know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 6
Against You alone | have sinned, and | have done that which is
evil in Your eyes, so You are justified in Your words, and right in
Your judgment. 7 Indeed, | was formed with iniquity, and in sin
my mother conceived me. 8 Indeed, You desire truth be in the
hidden places, and in the concealed place within me You teach
me wisdom. 9 Purify me with hyssop, and | will become pure;
wash me, and | will become whiter than snow. 10 Make me hear
joy and gladness; let the bones that You crushed rejoice. 11
Hide Your face from my sins, and erase all my iniquities.

—

=
12 Create for me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me. 13 Do not cast me away from before You, and
do not take Your holy spirit from me. 14 Restore to me the joy
of Your salvation, and let a generous spirit support me. 15 | will
teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. 16
Save me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation; let
my tongue sing praises of Your righteousness. 17 O Lord, open
my lips, so that my mouth may declare Your praise. 18 For You
do not desire me to offer a sacrifice, You are not pleased by a
burnt offering. 19 The sacrifices to God are a broken spirit; O

God, You will not reject a broken and crushed heart. D

20 Show Your favor to Zion; build the walls of Jerusalem. 21 M
Then You will desire sacrifices of righteousness, burnt offerings
and whole burnt offerings; then they will offer young bulls upon

Your altar. (_;I;I;]; _/

Background to
the Mizmor

Forgiveness &

purification
from the sin

Return to God
in purity

Prayer for the

building of
Jerusalem
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Il Samuel 12: 1. And the Lord sent Natan to David. And he came to him and
said to him: "There were two men in one city, one rich, and one poor. 2. The
rich man had very many flocks and herds. 3. But the poor man had nothing, save
one little ewe lamb which he had bought and reared; and it grew up together
with him and his sons; of his bread it would eat, and from his cup it would
drink, and in his bosom it would lie, and it was to him like a daughter. 4. And
there came a wayfarer to the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock
and of his own herd to prepare for the guest that had come to him, and he took
the poor man's lamb, and prepared it for the man that had come to him." 5. And
David became very angry at the man; and he said to Natan: "As the Lord lives,
the man who has done this is liable to death. 6. And the ewe lamb he shall repay
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity." 7. And Natan
said to David, "You are the man. So says the Lord the God of Israel: 'l anointed
you as king over Israel, and | delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8. And I gave
you the house of your master and your master's wives in your midst, and | gave
you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that were too little, then would | add
unto you like them and like them. 9. Why have you despised the word of the
Lord, to do what is evil in My eyes? You have smitten Uriah the Hittite with the
sword and you have taken his wife for yourself as a wife, and you have slain
him with the sword of the children of Ammon...13. And David said to Natan:
"I'have sinned against the Lord." And Natan said to David, "Also the Lord has
removed your sin; you shall not die. 16. And David besought God on behalf of
the child; and David fasted a fast, and he came in and slept lying on the
ground... 22. And he said, "While the child was yet alive, | fasted and wept, for
| said, 'Who knows? Perhaps the Lord will be gracious to me, and the child will
live. 23. But now [that] he is dead, why should I fast? Can I bring him back
again? | shall go to him, but he will not return to me." 24. And David comforted
Bat Sheva his wife, and he came to her, and he lay with her: and she bore a son,
and she called his name Selomon; and the Lord loved him. 25. And He sent by
the hand of Natan the prophet, and he called his name Yedidiah for the Lord's
sake.
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Rambam Hilchot Teshuva 7,6: Great, indeed, is repentance for it brings man nigh to the Shekinah... Repentance brings near the far apart. Yesterday
this sinner was hateful to the presence of God, scorned, ostracized and abominate, and to-day he is beloved, desirable, companionable and a friend.
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First Temple Second Temple

[Samel

1. David’s response & prayers after his sin with Bat Sheva

» His inner world: religious values, psychological, ethical, social,
Confession, repentance and acceptance for the future “O
Lord, open my lips...*

Personal repentance will cause other sinners to
repent, the building of the walls of Jerusalem and
to the renewal of the Temple worship

1. The Story of David’s sin with Bat Sheva

* Facts

» David’s silence

» David confesses his sin and accepts his punishment
» Birth of Solomon = Yedidiya

g,;;.

2. Parallel words/phrases

Mizmor 51, 6:

Against You alone | have sinned,

and | have done that which is evil in Your eyes

2. Parallel words/phrases

Il Samuel 12, 9.13: Why have you despised the word of the
Lord, to do what is evil in My eyes? And David said to
Natan: | have sinned against the Lord

3. Connection and happy ending of the story 3. Connection & happy ending of 2" David collection (51-72)
* The stories of King David * Envelop: David’s repentance for the sin with Bat Sheva “do not
* The birth of Solomon (Yedidiya) cast me away from you...(51,13)" and concluding with “do not

cast me away in old age...(71,9)"
» Collection ends with David’s prayer for the success of his son
Solomon’s kingdom (72)

4. Consequences/Continuation of the story

« David does not build the Temple (I Chronicles 4. Conseguences/Continuation of the story
22,8) You have shed much blood, and you have * Solomon builds the First Temple and Ezra and
waged great wars; you shall not build a house in Nechemia rebuild the Second Temple (51, 20-21
My name because you have shed much blood according to the lbn Ezra)

upon the earth before Me
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Midrash Tehillim 51: “Against You alone | have sinned...so You are PT¥N [VN7 ...'NXLN AT27 77" (X" inTn 070N waTn
justified in Your words.” To what can David be compared? To one who was NOIN XN 17 KA1 1aWIY T 7anIT TIT At an% "2
broken and went to the doctor and the doctor was amazed and said: "How "7V 72X - NdN A71ITa ANd 17 ANIRE AN X9NN Al
badly are you hurt! | feel very sorry for you". He said to him: "You fell bad 17'awa X7 - 7 172X ANKX avan IR 17 IR TRN
for me? Not because of you was | broken, but rather for your reward!". AT2Y a"apa TIT X P "7 Dwa XX 'Mnaen
This is what David said to the Holy One Blessed Be He: "To You alone | DN ,NAIYN DN'WY X7 AnY ,D'YYIDY 1IN XANWI ,IMNVYN
sinned* so that when You will ask sinners why they didn’t repent, if You TYN NI L7290 1 Pyononi |7 'n'7wn 0'ywioa 1 17apn
accept me, all the sinners will pay You, and they will all look at me and | [2" ANIN KIN N2 YITEA D1,07AWA TN 7270 ANRY Ty
am the witness that You accept all those who repent, as the Holy One

Blessed Be H “Behold. a withess to nations have | i~ ted hi 25 XN, T2 ax X' O(T 0™ nvwr) "rmn) oI Ty
essed Be He says, "Behold, a witness to nations have | appointed him " P02 AN TV A DX) TV DR NNIY IR

(Isaiah 55,4)" and not just me alone, but all of Israel, as it is written, "You (* A"n )
are My witnesses," says the Lord, "and My servant whom | chose (Isaiah N '
43,10)". "Dy nI¥nt T2 'RN) D'AIXY TV A" 171090 qwUnn axl ()
1WNY I8 12'71 DITX 1V :DW DTN P109] WAISN TIT? "N

":0"MNIN TIT "TON D7V N2 DY ANINI DY NN

Moed Katan 16: (in parallel with Avoda Zara 5:):

Rav Shmuel son of Nachmani said in the name of Rav Yonatan: "Why is it
written the saying of David the son of Yishai, and the saying of the man
raised on high* (11 Samuel 23, 1)? These are the words of David the son of
Yishai who established the yoke of repentance

:(x"y "n DT nTIAya 7'apna) 2"y 10 Jup TVIN
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,A"D "2 INImw) "y opn 7220 DM 'Y 2 TIT DNY"

NIYN v a1y n'pav 't 2 TIT 0N ?(X

Shabbat 56. X'V 1" nawvw

Rav Shmuel son of Nachmani said in the name of Rav Yonatan: whoever TIT INIRD 79 ;NI 21 X 'INN1 12 7RIY 11 X

says that David sinned is not correct, as it written *And David was successful YN 12T 799 TIT "' INXIY ,AVI0 KYX 11K - KON
i T T3 T e T L = L

in all his ways; and the Lord was with him" (I Samuel 18, 14), how could it
be possible that David sinned and God was with him? Rather, how can |
carry out, "Why have you despised the word of the Lord, to do what is evil"
(Il Samuel 12, 9)? He wanted to do it, but he didn’t
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Ezra the Scribe

Shir haShirim Raba Parasha ¢

(Ecclesiasticles Raba chapter 7)

King David

Baba Batra 14:
David wrote the Book of

‘_,
Ten people said the Book of Tehillim: Adam, Abraham,

Tehillim by 10 wise men:

Moses, David, Solomon; there is no controversy By Adam, Malkizedek,
regarding these five. Who are the remaining five? Rav Abraham, Moses, Heiman,
and Rav Yochanan: Yeduthun, Asaf and the
Rav says: Asaf, Heiman, Yeduthun, and the three sons three sons of Korach

of Korach and Rav Yochanan says: Asaf and
Heiman and Yeduthun (count as) one, and the three At

sons of Korach (count as) one and\Ezra e
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Syllabus of 30 lectures (zoom, Iife, save onwww.tehillim.org. i)

Cortextual Interpretation of Tehilim; Prologue (1-2)
The structure of Book | (1-41); Unit | {(3-14) and 8 as its center

Cyclell (Tehiim 15-24) and 19 as tscenter
Tehilm 18 and Shmuel Il 22

Cyclelll (Tehilim 25-34)

Cycle IV [Tehilim 35-41)

Tehilim 40 and its intatextualily

Structure & Story of Book [1-111

Tehilim 47 and context in 42-49

Tehilm 51

Overview David 2 (51-72) Tehillim 50 & 51
Tehilm 72

Asaf collection (50, 73-83)

2nd Bnei Korach collection (B4-88 Tehilm 73
Structure & Story of Book IV

Tehilim 90

Tehilm 92

Tehilim 95-100

Tehilim 102

Tehilim 105-107 - transtion from Book V-V
Structure & Story of Book V

Tehilim 107 - structure & context

Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehidim 1-119
Egyptian Halkel (113-118) and the Great Halkel (135-136)
Tehilim 119 - structur e and context

Tehilim 120-134 shirei hamaalot structure & story
Tehilm 137 and the &= Psalter of David (138-145)
Tehilim 145 and Pesukei deZimra (146-150])
summary - Tehilim as arelgious journey

The Book of Psalms

Interpretation &
Teachings

30 lectures
Online

www.tehillim.org.il



Summary

 Mizmor 51 — Structure & Messages

* Mizmor 51 versus the story in || Samuel 11-12

* || Samuel (1t Temple) < Tehillim (2" Temple)

* Mizmor 51 — Image of King David in Tehillim
(= Talmud = Contextual Interpretation of Tehillim)

 Mizmor 51 — between Asaf | (50) + D2 (52-72)

e 1st + 2nd collections of King David (D1+D2)

www.tehillim.org.il

Beni.gesundheit@tehillim.org.il




