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The Narrative of Sefer Tehillim
According to the Contextual Interpretation

Online syllabus of 30 lectures

Lecture #9
 Mizmor 47 — Meaning & Messages

 Mizmorim 46-48 — a Philosophical Unit
(— its reflection in the Rosh Hashana prayers)
1St Collection of Korach K1 (42-49)

« K1 + K2 — Analogy, Differences & Development
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Introductory Note: Role of Midrash for Bible Study
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And on Rosh Hashana, we say, “All the nations, clap your hands” (Masechet Sofrim 18, 11)
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Rashi (Tehillim 42, 1): By the sons of Korach —Asir and Elkana and Aviasaf were initially in agreement with their
father’s plan and during the time of the argument, they left and when everything was swallowed up and the earth
opened up, they stayed in their place in the mouth of the earth as it says, “and the sons of Korach did not die” and
there they stayed and sang songs and established these mizmorim and they came up from there and were divinely
inspired and prophesied about the exiles and the destruction of the Temple and the Davidic kingdom.
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Mizmor 47

=

10.

For the conductor, a psalm by the sons of Korach.

All nations, clap your hands;

shout to God with a joyous voice.

For the Lord is most high and awesome,
a great King over all the earth.

He subdues peoples beneath us,

nations under our feet.

He has chosen our portion for us,

the pride of Jacob, whom He loves, Selah.
God ascends with a clarion cry,

the Lord with the sound of a shofar.

Sing praises “God”, sing praises.

Sing praises to our King, sing praises.
For God is King of all the earth;

sing thoughtful praises.

God reigns over the nations;

God sits on the His holy throne.
Ministers of the peoples have assembled,

joining with the people of the God of Avraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God,
He is greatly elevated.

~

Invitations to
the nations to

sing to God

God chooses
the Jewish

\people )

Israel and the
nations accept
God’s kingship

Vision of peace:
God’s kingship
over all nations
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2" Temple nw nna

Ezra 3, 10-11: And the builders laid the foundation of the Temple of the Lord,
they stationed the priests in their attire with trumpets and Levites, the sons of
Asaf, with cymbals to praise the Lord, through David, king of Israel. And they
sang aloud with praise and thanks to the Lord: “for He is good, for His kindness
endures forever toward Israel....”

Nechemiah 12, 45-46: And they kept the service of their God and the service of
the purification, as did the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the mandate
of David [to] Solomon, his son. For in the days of David and Asaf of eld, who
were the leaders of the SIngers and [who established] songs of praise and thanks-
giving to God. All Israel in the days of Zerubavel and in the days of Nechemia,
gave the portions of the Singers and the gatekeepers, as every day required...
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| Chronicles 6, 16-24: And these are the ones whom
David stationed to sing in the House of the Lord since
the Ark was deposited. And they were administering
before the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting until
Solomon built the House of the Lord in Jerusalem and
they stood according to their custom at their service. And
these are those who stood and their sons; of the
Kehatites, Heiman the singer, son of Yoel son of
Shmuel... son of Tachat, son of Asir, son of Aviasaf, son
of Korach...and his brother Asafwho stood at his right,
Asai son of Berachiah, son of shimea

(“Sitz in der Literatur”)
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Numbers 16, 30.33: And if God creates something entirely new, making the earth open its mouth and swallow them and all that is theirs,
so that they descend to the depths alive, then it is these men who are provoking God... And they and all their belongings fell into the
depths alive and the earth then covered them over and they were lost to the community.

Numbers 26, 10-11: The earth opened its mouth and swallowed them and Korach when the rebellious group died and fire annihilated
250 men. This involved a divine miracle. The sons of Korach, however, did not die.
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Rashi (Tehillim 42, 1 based on Sanhedrin 110a): By the sons of Korach —Asir and Elkana
and Aviasaf were initially in agreement with their father’s plan and during the time of the
argument, they left and when everything was swallowed up and the earth opened up,
they stayed in their place as it says, “and the sons of Korach did not die” and there they
stayed and sang songs and established these mizmorim and they came up from there
and were divinely inspired and prophesied the exiles and the destruction of the Temple
and the Davidic kingdom.
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First Temple Second Temple

Isaiah Isaiah’s prophesies (1-35); Hizkiyahu; Assyria and 40 - 66
Babylonia (36-39)

parallels ! 1 1 1711170

Psalms David’s life (1-72) and end of first Temple period 90-150
(73-89)

Historiography | Books of Kings | + 1l Chronicles | + 1l
Exile to Babylon Cyrus Declaration
Pre-exile Historiography Post-exile Historiography

(Tehillim < Chronicles)
Korach + Korach = gatekeepers by King David Ezra & Nechemiah
Asaf Asaf = singer in the Temple by King David
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Contextuality

= Context of K1+K2

Intertextuality
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Mizmor 87
1. By the sons of Korach, a song with musical accompaniment,
its foundation is in the mountains of the Sanctuary.
2. The Lord loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. >{
3. Glorious things are said about you
the city of God, Selah.
4. 1 'will remind Rahav and Babylon of My beloved ones. ~
Behold Philistia and Tyre with Kush, “This one was born there”
5. But to Zion it will be said, >‘
‘man after man was born there’ and He will establish it on high.
6. When the Lord makes account of the peoples,
He will say, “This one was born there”, Selah .
7.

And singers as well as flute players,
all my deepest desires are in you.

The glory of the
City of God

Those who come/
the nations become
citizens of Zion

|

all my deepest
desires are in you

|
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87 = inspired by King David in 86
87 = transforming destruction by Asaf 83
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87, 4: 1will remind Rahav and Babylon of My beloved ones.

Behold Philistia and Tyre with Kush, “This one was born there”
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Avot d’Rabbi Natan (I) 23: Who is the most brave? He who makes his enemy is best friend
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83, 5.8: They said: Come, let us wipe them out as a
nation, so that the name of Israel will no longer be
remembered... Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre.
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Syllabus of 30 lectures (zoom, Iife, save onwww.tehillim.org. i)

Cortextual Interpretation of Tehilim; Prologue (1-2)
The structure of Book | (1-41); Unit | {(3-14) and 8 as its center

Cyclell (Tehiim 15-24) and 19 as tscenter
Tehilm 18 and Shmuel Il 22

Cyclelll (Tehilim 25-34)

Cycle IV [Tehilim 35-41)

Tehilim 40 and its intatextualily

Structure & Story of Book [1-111

Tehilim 47 and context in 42-49

Tehilm 51

Overview David 2 (51-72)

Tehilm 72

Asaf collection (50, 73-83)

2nd Bnei Korach collection (B4-88 Tehilm 73
Structure & Story of Book IV

Tehilim 90

Tehilm 92

Tehilim 95-100

Tehilim 102

Tehilim 105-107 - transtion from Book V-V
Structure & Story of Book V

Tehilim 107 - structure & context

Tehilm 111-112, comparisonto Tehidim 1-119
Egyptian Halkel (113-118) and the Great Halkel (135-136)
Tehilim 119 - structur e and context

Tehilim 120-134 shirei hamaalot structure & story
Tehilm 137 and the &= Psalter of David (138-145)
Tehilim 145 and Pesukei deZimra (146-150])
summary - Tehilim as arelgious journey

The Book of Psalms

Interpretation &
Teachings

30 lectures
Online

www.tehillim.org.il



Summary

 Mizmor 47 — Meaning & Messages
* Mizmorim 46-48 — a Philosophical Unit

(— its reflection in the Rosh Hashana prayers)
« 15t Collection of Korach K1 (42-49)

« K1 + K2 — Analogy, Differences & Development

www.tehillim.org.il

Beni.gesundheit@tehillim.org.il
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