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The Narrative of Sefer Tehillim
According to the Contextual Interpretation

Online syllabus of 30 lectures

Lecture #8
Symmetric Structure of Books Il-lll & their messages
*Use of n'na%?-x in Mizmorim 42-83

*David Collections D1 (3-41) vs. D2 (51-72).
Korach collections K1 (42-49) vs. K2 (84-85; 87-88).
«Asaf collections Al (50), A2 (73-83).
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Introductory Note: Sitzim Leben <& Sitz in der Literatur

Herman Gunkel .
(1862-1932) . D |aC h I’O n e
Historical development

Synchrone

Sitzim Leben <& Sitzin der Literatur
(“setting in Life”)

David’s last Song of his life <  David’s Prayer Book
lvﬁ&rc;ductorynote (Il Samuel 22) = (Tehillim 18)
Sitz im Leben < (> Lecture #4)
Sitz in der Literatur
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Psalms as a Book
Interpretation &
Teachings

_

D2 (51-72) = 22
Al (50) + A2 (73-83) = 12

K1 (42-49) + K2 (84-85; 87-88) = 12

King_
Dawid

41

Bl {1-41)

Prodogue [1-2)
D1 (3-41)

37

Temple Singers

Korach :

Asaf

31

B2 (42-72)

K1{42-49)
A1 (50)
02 (51-72)

22 (73-83)
K2 [B4-85: B7-88)
BE; 89 KD

11

128 12

24

24

« Message of the Mizmorim
« Headings + biographical notes

* Micro- & Macrostructure

e Text & Context < Intertext
« “E-lohim” Collection (42-83)
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Rashi Genesis 1, 1: Afirst, God intended to create the world under the attribute of strict justice, but He realized

that the world could not thus endure and therefore gave precedence to Divine Mercy (= name “Hashem?) allying it
with DiViREdUStice = name EloRim™)las it is written 2, 4: on the day that Hashem EIGRIR made earth and heaven.
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83, 5.8: They said: Come, let us wipe
them out as a nation, so that the
name of Israel will no longer be
remembered .... Geval, Amon and

Amalek, Philistia with the
inhabitants of Tyre.

87, 4: 1 will remind Rahav and
Babylon of My beloved ones. Behold
Philistia and Tyre with Kush,

“This one was born there”
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83, 17: Fill their faces with
shame until they seek Your
name, Lord (Hashem).

83, 19: Let them know that You-
Your name alone is the Lord
(Hashem), Most High over all
the earth.
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53, 5: Have the evildoers no knowledge? They, 14, 4: Have all the evildoers no knowledge?
who devour my people as if eating bread, they They, who devour my people as if eating bread,
who do not call out to (GOA(EIGRIM). they who do not call out to the Lord (Hashem),
53, 6: There they were in great fear. But there 14, 5-6: There they are, in great fear, for God
was not fear, for God (Elohim) has scattered the (Elohim) is with the righteous generation.
bones of those who encamped against you. You despise the counsel of the poor, for the
You were put to shame, because GOd(EIoRim) Lord (Hashem) is their refuge.
despised them. EEVIEDOERS & E*LOHIM = ZADIK & HASHEM
Philosopher
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from Your presence, and do not
take Your holy spirit from me.
71, 9: PRNIFESENEENEY at the
time of old age, do not forsake
me when my strength fails.
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David brings the Holy Ark to Jerusalem with the Levite Singers
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First Chronicles 15, 26-28: And it came to pass, when God helped the Levites the bearers of the
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, that they sacrificed seven bulls and seven rams. And David was
clothed with a robe of fine linen and all the Levites who were carrying the Ark and the singers and
Chenaniah the leader of the singers in the song; and on David was an ephod of linen. Thus all

Israel were bringing up the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord with shouting, and with sounds of the
shofar, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, resounding with psalteries and harps:
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(“Sitz im Leben”)

King David & Asaf (Singer/prophets) & Korach (gatekeepers)
He and his sons and brothers, twelve (x24)
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First Temple Second Temple
Isaiah Isaiah’s prophesies (1-35); Hizkiyahu; Assyria and 40 - 66
Babylonia (36-39)
parallels ! 1 1 1711170
Psalms David’s life (1-72) and end of first Temple period 90-150

(73-89)

Books of Kings 1 +2

Exil to Babylon
Pre-exile Historiography

Chronicles 1 + 2

Cyrus Declaration
Post-exile Historiography
(Tehillim < Chronicles)
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King David will renew the Davidic Kingdom & Restore the Crown to its Former Glory
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King David will renew the Davidic Kingdom & Restore the Crown to its Former Glory
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(“Sitz im Leben”) (“Sitz in der Literatur”)
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5 mizmorim fweek #0of  Syllabus of 30 lectures {zoom, life, save onwww.tehillim.org. i)
acc/tplan of 929 e

5 1 Contextual Interpretation of Tehilim; Prologue (1-2)
10 2 Thestructure of Book| {1-41); Unit | {(3-14) and B as its center
15 3 Cyclell (Tehilim 15-24) and 19 as itscenter
20 4  Tehilim 18 and Shmuel Il 22
25 5 Cyclelll Tehilim 25-34)
a0 &  CyclelV(Tehilim 35-41)
35 7 Tehilim 40 and its intertextualily
a0 2  Structure & Story of Book 1111
ac 9 Tehilm 47 and context n 42-49
E~ Q cn 10 Overview Tehilim 51-72
~ 11  Tehilm 51
(( o p“odgf )) 33 12 Tehilm 72 ;
60 13 Asaf collection (50, 73-83)
&5 14 2nd Brei Korach collection (84-88 Tehilim 73
70 15  Structure & Story of Book IV
‘ 73 16  Tehilim 90
N 80 17 Tehilim 92
L B5 18  Tehilim 95-100
[ -4 g0 19  Tehilim 102 The Book of Psalms
/i ,A 95 20 Tehilim 105-107 - transition from Book -V Interpretation &
n 100 21  Structure & Story of Book V Teachin,qs
1 7- X D"INTN 105 22 Tehilim 107 - structure & context
110 23 Tehilim 111-112, comparisonto Tehilim 1-119 30 [CC'JATCS
115 24  Egyptian Hallel {113-118) and the Great Hallel (135-136)
120 5  Tehilim 118 - structure and context Onhne
125 26 Tehilim 120-134 shirei hamaalot structure & story - .
130 27 Tehilim 137 and the last Psalter of David [138-145) www.tehillim.org.il
28  Tehilim 145 and Pesukei deZimra (146-150)
135 2% Summary - Tehilim as a relgious journey
140 30
145

150



Summary

Symmetry Structure of Books II-lll & their messages
‘Use of n'a%-x In Mizmorim 42-83

David collections D1 (3-41) vs. D2 (51-72).
*Sons of Korach collections K1 (42-49) vs. K2 (84-85; 87-88).
*Asaf collections Al (50), A2 (73-83).

www.tehillim.org.il

Beni.gesundheit@tehillim.org.il
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