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Jacob’s Flight: A Northern Perspective

Hosea 12:13-15

furrows of the field. (13) And Jacob
fled into the field of Aram, And Israel
served for a wife, And for a wife he
kept sheep. (14) And by a prophet the
Lord brought Israel up out of Egypt,
And by a prophet was he kept. (15)
Ephraim hath provoked most bitterly;
Therefore shall his blood be cast
upon him, And his reproach shall his

Lord return unto him.
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: Provence, 1160-1235)

Jacob fled: They do not recall the favor | did
for their ancestor who fled from his brother
Esau.
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Israel served for a wife: While there, in
exchange for marrying Laban’s daughter he
had to work for him as a shepherd. Likewise,
in exchange for his other daughter he also
had to watch his sheep. | stayed with him and
blessed him, and he returned thence wealthy
and prosperous.
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Brought up by a prophet: | did another favor
to his descendants who had gone to Egypt
and were enslaved there. | sent a messenger
to take them out in affluence, namely,
Moses.
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By a prophet he was kept: Forty years in the
wilderness they were kept by a prophet |
dispatched and wanted for naught. Yet they
recall none of these favors; they even anger
me with abominations and denying my
divinity.

1INVI 72TNA IV MY DYPIIR — INVI RN
2107 991 .927 170N 89 DAY MY R Y
RY21 MAYINI 'MR DYDYINI DMINT DR NORN
LOR




D’2%n (Meir Leib b. Yehiel Michel Weiser: 1809-1879)

Ephraim provoked bitterly: In response to
the rebuke he was offered above, i.e. on
falsehood, heresy, worshiping the golden
calves, and maintaining false weights &
measures, Ephraim replied sarcastically in
order to anger his chastisers bitterly. In
response to the charge of falsehood, he
replied “Jacob fled to Aram”—it was on
account of his chicanery that he had to flee
his brother Esau whose blessing he stole so
he, too, cheated.

Afterwards, in Laban’s house, he served for a
wife and for a wife he kept in serving for
Rachel, Laban tricked him and gave him Leah
to perpetuate the trickery, so he had to serve
for two wives. Therefore, chicanery was
practiced even in the era of our ancestors.
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With a prophet: In response to the charge of
worshiping the golden calves, people would
claim to need an intermediary between
themselves and God just as Israel made the
[original] golden calf to replace “Moses the
man who took us out of Egypt.”

Initially, Moses was their intermediary and
when he disappeared, they made the calf to
lead them and be their intermediary, on
account of which they said that they, too,
require an intermediary to receive the divine
flow. They brought a proof from the fact that
“God took Israel from Egypt by a prophet,” so
even the Exodus required a prophetic
intermediary.

With a prophet He was kept: The prophet
was always an intermediary for receiving the
[divine] flow, so a medium is needed for
spirituality to descend below, which is why
they made the [golden] calves.
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Radak: emphasizes the contrast between God’s past favorable treatment and Israel’s present

ingratitude.

Malbim: Israel’s defense of its present misdeeds thru reliance on past misconduct.




13:1-3 Idolatry and its Consequences

(1) When Ephraim spoke, there was
trembling, He exalted himself in
Israel; But when he became guilty
through Baal, he died. (2) And now
they sin more and more, And have
made them molten images of their
silver, According to their
understanding, even idols, All of them
the work of the craftsmen; Of them

own

they say: 'They that sacrifice men
kiss calves.' (3) Therefore they shall
be as the morning cloud, And as the
dew that early passeth away, As the
chaff that is driven with the wind out
of the threshing-floor, And as the
smoke out of the window. (4) Yet | am
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NJPS: Yet for these they appoint men to sacrifice; They are wont to kiss calves!

Robert Alter: To them they say: sacrifices of man, calves to be kissed.

*These are the icons that figured in the cult of the northern kingdom.*

ArtScroll: [The priests] say to them, ‘Those who slaughter man shall kiss the calves.’

The priests of Molekh would say to Israel:
Whoever sacrificed a child to idolatry should
kiss a calve because he has offered it a dear
sacrifice.

So our Sages explained, and it fits the text...
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People say this to make fun of them
because they kiss the Ba'al idols that
resemble calves... They [also] spill
innocent blood, “Therefore shall his blood
be cat upon him” (12:15). In this, they are
the opposite of all other people who kiss
their friends and slaughter calves for
food.
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13:4-8 Forgetting the Lord and its Consequences
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a leopard will | watch by the way; (8) |
will meet them as a bear that is
bereaved of her whelps, And will rend
the enclosure of their heart; And there
will | devour them like a lioness, The
wild beast shall tear them. (9) It is thy

13:9-11 Failure of the Monarchy
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When you have come to the land which the Lord your God gives you, and possess it, and dwell
therein, and say, “l will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me;”
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And they said unto him: 'Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways; now make us a
king to judge us like all the nations'.



13:12-14:1 Reversal of Fortunes
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bound up; His sin is laid up in store.
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shall be dried up, He shall spoil the —
treasure of all precious vessels.
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Moses stretched out his rod over the land of Egypt, and Hashem brought an - on the
land all that day, and all the night; and when it was morning, the east wind brought the locusts.
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Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and Hashem caused the sea to go back by-
- all the night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.
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With the - Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish.



14:2-4 Summons to Repentance
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infants snail be dashed in pieces, And
their women with child shall be ripped
up. (2) Return, O Israel, unto the Lord
thy God; For thou hast stumbled in
thine iniquity. (3) Take with you words,
And return unto the Lord; Say unto
Him: 'Forgive all iniquity, And accept
that which is good; So will we render
for bullocks the offering of our lips. (4)
Asshur shall not save us; We will not
ride upon horses; Neither will we call
any more the work of our hands our
gods;
findeth mercy." (5)

For in Thee the fatherless
| will heal their

14:5-10

backsliding, | will love them freely;
For Mine anger is turned away from
him. (6)
Israel; He shall blossom as the lily,
And cast forth his roots as Lebanon.
(7) His branches shall spread, And his
beauty shall be as the olive-tree, And
his fragrance as Lebanon. (8) They
that dwell under his shadow shall
again Make corn to grow, And shall
blossom as the vine; The scent

| will be as the dew unto

thereof shall be as the wine of
Lebanon. (9) Ephraim [shall say]:
'What have | to do any more with
idols?' As for Me, | respond and look
on him; | am like a leafy cypress-tree;
From Me is thy fruit found. (10) Whoso
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God’s Response
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God give you of the dew of the sky, of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and new wine.
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Isaac his father answered him, “Behold, of the fatness of the earth will be your dwelling, and of
the dew of the sky from above.



