
הרש ייח  
Hayyei Sarah 

 
The Road Not Taken 

 
 אכ קרפ א םימיה ירבד
 

 גכ קרפ הרש ייח תשרפ תישארב
 

 תאֶ ארְיַּוַ ןנָרְאָ טבֵּיַּוַ ןנָרְאָ דעַ דיוִדָ אבֹיָּוַ  )אכ( 
  :הצָרְאָ םיִפַּאַ דיוִדָלְ וּחתַּשְׁיִּוַ ןרֶגֹּהַ ןמִ אצֵיֵּוַ דיוִדָּ
 

 

 םוֹקמְ ילִּ הנָתְּ ןנָרְאָ לאֶ דיוִדָּ רמֶאיֹּוַ  )בכ( 
 ילִ וּהנֵתְּ אלֵמָ ףסֶכֶבְּ קוָקֹילַ חַבֵּזְמִ וֹבּ הנֶבְאֶוְ ןרֶגֹּהַ
  :םעָהָ לעַמֵ הפָגֵּמַּהַ רצַעָתֵוְ
 

 הצֵקְבִּ רשֶׁאֲ וֹל רשֶׁאֲ הלָפֵּכְמַּהַ תרַעָמְ תאֶ ילִ ןתֶּיִוְ  )ט( 
 :רבֶקָ תזַּחֻאֲלַ םכֶכְוֹתבְּ ילִ הנָּנֶתְּיִ אלֵמָ ףסֶכֶבְּ וּהדֵשָׂ
 

 ינִדֹאֲ שׂעַיַוְ eלָ חקַ דיוִדָּ לאֶ ןנָרְאָ רמֶאיֹּוַ  )גכ( 
 תוֹלעֹלָ רקָבָּהַ יתִּתַנָ האֵרְ וינָיעֵבְּ בוֹטּהַ eלֶמֶּהַ
  :יתִּתָנָ לכֹּהַ החָנְמִּלַ םיטִּחִהַוְ םיצִעֵלָ םיגִּרִוֹמּהַוְ
 

 םאִ eאַ רמֹאלֵ ץרֶאָהָ םעַ ינֵזְאָבְּ ןוֹרפְעֶ לאֶ רבֵּדַיְוַ  )גי( 
 הרָבְּקְאֶוְ ינִּמֶּמִ חקַ הדֶשָּׂהַ ףסֶכֶּ יתִּתַנָ ינִעֵמָשְׁ וּל התָּאַ
 :המָּשָׁ יתִמֵ תאֶ

 הנֹקָ יכִּ אj ןנָרְאָלְ דיוִדָּ eלֶמֶּהַ רמֶאיֹּוַ  )דכ( 
 תוֹלעֲהַוְ קוָקֹילַ kלְ רשֶׁאֲ אשָּׂאֶ אj יכִּ אלֵמָ ףסֶכֶבְּ הנֶקְאֶ
  :םנָּחִ הלָוֹע
 

  :וֹל רמֹאלֵ םהָרָבְאַ תאֶ ןוֹרפְעֶ ןעַיַּוַ  )די( 
 לקֶשֶׁ תאֹמֵ עבַּרְאַ ץרֶאֶ ינִעֵמָשְׁ ינִדֹאֲ  )וט( 
  :רבֹקְ kתְמֵ תאֶוְ אוהִ המַ kנְיבֵוּ ינִיבֵּ ףסֶכֶּ
 

 בהָזָ ילֵקְשִׁ םוֹקמָּבַּ ןנָרְאָלְ דיוִדָּ ןתֵּיִּוַ  )הכ( 
  :תוֹאמֵ שׁשֵׁ לקָשְׁמִ
 

 ןרֹפְעֶלְ םהָרָבְאַ לקֹשְׁיִּוַ ןוֹרפְעֶ לאֶ םהָרָבְאַ עמַשְׁיִּוַ  )זט(
 לקֶשֶׁ תוֹאמֵ עבַּרְאַ תחֵ ינֵבְ ינֵזְאָבְּ רבֶּדִּ רשֶׁאֲ ףסֶכֶּהַ תאֶ
       :רחֵסֹּלַ רבֵעֹ ףסֶכֶּ

 

 

 טסרת ןמיס םייח חרוא שובל

Rabbi Mordecai Yoffe (1530-1612) and was a student of R. Moses Isserlis (Rema). He served as a rabbi in 
Prague, Lublin, Horodna, and Posen and was also a head of the Council of Four Lands.  

 ןקז םהרבאו" הב ביתכד השרפה ןיעמ אוהש ,]א א"מ[ 'וגו "םימיב אב ןקז דוד ךלמהו" ןיריטפמ הרש ייח תשרפ
 .'וגו "םימיב אב

For the parashah of Hayyei Sarah, the haftarah is “King David was old, advanced in years,” 
which resembles the parashah’s use of “Abraham was elderly, advanced in years.” 

 

 גי קרפ עשוהי

 :הּתָּשְׁרִלְ דאֹמְ הבֵּרְהַ הרָאֲשְׁנִ ץרֶאָהָוְ םימִיָּבַ תָאבָּ התָּנְקַזָ התָּאַ וילָאֵ קוָקֹיְ רמֶאיֹּוַ  םימִיָּבַּ אבָּ ןקֵזָ  עַשֻׁוֹהיוִ  )א(

 גכ קרפ עשוהי

 :םימִיָּבַּ אבָּ ןקֵזָ  עַשֻׁוֹהיוִ ביבִסָּמִ םהֶיבֵיְאֹ לכָּמִ לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ קוָקֹיְ חַינִהֵ רשֶׁאֲ ירֵחֲאַ םיבִּרַ םימִיָּמִ יהִיְוַ  )א(

 

 

David & Abishag 



 

Adonijah & Followers 

 

 

Nathan Advises Bathsheba 



 

 

 

Bathsheba Comes to the King 

 

Nathan Follows-up Bathsheba 



 

The King’s Declaration  

 

 

 

Compare & Contrast 



Similarities: 

Both are relatively elderly patriarchs concerned about their legacies. Abraham’s finds 
expression in his painstaking instructions about a suitable bride for Isaac; David’s, in his 
declaration of Solomon as a suitable successor. Curiously, in both cases the patriarch overlooks 
an alternative: the older sibling. Abraham neglects Ishmael and David overrules Adonijah. 

Differences: 

  Abraham      David 

Is still in full possession of his faculties Is greatly enfeebled 
He takes the initiative He responds to others’ initiatives 
Isaac’s only appearance is as “my master’s 
son” and is (again) passive/submissive 

Adonijah seizes the initiative and acts 
contrary to his father’s wishes 

The atmosphere about him is tranquil The atmosphere is fraught with tension 
 

וסק זמר א םיכלמ ינועמש טוקלי  

 יממ .אצמת הקדצ ךרדב ?היוצמ איה ןכיה ".הביש תראפת תרטע" בותכה רמאש והז .םימיב אב ןקז דוד ךלמהו
 הבישב" וב רמאנש ,הבישל הכז ",טפשמו הקדצ תושעל 'ה ךרד ורמשו" וב בותכש ידי לע ,םהרבאמ ?דמל תא
 השוע דודו" וב בותכש ידי לע ;דודב אצומ התא ןכו ".םימיב אב ןקז םהרבאו" רמאנש ,הנקזל הכזו ",הבוט
".םימיב אב ןקז דוד ךלמהו" רמאנש ,הנקזל הכז "ומע לכל הקדצו טפשמ  

"King David was old, advanced in years.” This refers to the verse: “Old age is a crowning glory.” 
Where do we find it so? It is found in the ways of righteousness. Whence do we learn this? 
From Abraham, of whom it was said: “[For I know that he instructs his household] to observe 
the path of God and to act righteously and justly.” Therefore, he merited old age, to wit: 
“[Abraham died] at a ripe old age,” and “Abraham was elderly and advanced in years,” We find 
it so, too, about David; since it was said of him that “David acted justly and righteously with all 
his subjects,” he merited old age, to wit: “King David was old, advanced in years.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Repetition as Literary Technique 



 

  

  Let us focus on one detail: the gifts he bestows upon her. Compare the following verses and note 
the discrepancy: 

 vss. 22-24 (the event)     vs. 47 (the servant’s report) 

When the camels had done drinking   I asked her: Whose daughter are you? 
the man took a golden ring...    She replied: I am the daughter of Betuel... 
and two bracelets upon her hands...   so I placed the ring in her nose 
He asked: Whose daughter are you...   and the bracelets upon her hands. 
She replied: I am the daughter of Betuel... 
 

QUESTION: Which did the servant do first: question her identity, or give her gifts? 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER: Examine the texts of the following commentaries: 



1. RASHI (vs. 47): “He reversed the order-- since he [actually] bestowed [the gifts] before 
questioning [her]--since he did not want to be tripped up by his own words lest they ask: How 
could you have given her gifts without knowing who she was?” 

2. RASHBAM [Rabbi Shemuel ben Meir, RASHI’s grandson] (vs. 22): “It seems that he gave her 
[the gifts] only after asking her who she was, just as he reported later on (vs. 47), but in order 
not to interrupt their conversation [the Torah] narrates the gift giving first.” 

 

QUESTION: Characterize the two responses. 

ANSWER: RASHI dismisses the servant’s changes as self-serving. RASHBAM explains the 
Torah’s alterations as literary. 

RASHBAM is not the only exegete to account for the variations in the story as literary technique. 
RADAK [Rabbi David Kimhi; 13th century Provence] comments (vs. 39): “When these details 
are repeated [in the servant’s report] there occur changes in wording but the meaning remains the 
same. This is the way of Scripture in repetition: It preserves the meaning but not [necessarily] the 
words.” 

 

   Whenever major exegetes disagree, Nehama would insist that their disagreement be understood 
in terms of their different methodologies. When challenged to determine: “Which one is right?” 
she would demur, observing that they could both be right--from different vantage points. Bearing 
that caution in mind: 

QUESTION:  Which interpretation appeals more to you? Can you either produce an irrefutable 
proof for the view you support, or devise a challenge to the one that you reject? 

ANSWER: Since RASHI dismisses the servant’s changes as self-serving, the challenge to 
RASHI’s interpretation is: How could it have benefited the servant to alter the facts (to preserve 
his credibility) when Rivkah would still have known that he was lying? Unless you subscribe 
to a “conspiracy” theory (the servant deliberately lied and Rivkah knowingly helped in the 
“cover up”), there is no a priori reason to reject the servant’s report. (Would Avraham have 
sent an unreliable servant on such a sensitive mission?) 

 

 

 

 

 


