2 Kings 4: Elijah Reprised and Surpassed

1-7: Elisha and the cruse of oil

(1) Now there cried a certain woman of
the wives of the sons of the prophets
unto Elisha, saying: 'Thy servant my
husband is dead; and thou knowest that
thy servant did fear the Lord; and the
creditor is come to take unto him my two
children to be bondmen.' (2) And Elisha
said unto her: 'What shall | do for thee?
tell me; what hast thou in the house?
And she said: 'Thy handmaid hath not
any thing in the house, save a pot of oil.'
(3) Then he said: 'Go, borrowthee
vessels abroad of all thy neighbours,
even empty vessels; borrow not a few. (4)
And thou shalt go in, and shut the door
upon thee and upon thy sons, and pour
out into all those vessels; and thou shalt
set aside that which is full.' (5) So she
went from him, and shut the door upon
her and upon her sons; they brought the
vessels to her, and she poured out. (6)
And it came to pass, when the vessels
were full, that she said unto her son:
'Bring me yet a vessel.' And he said unto
her: 'There is not a vessel more.' And the
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8-10: Elisha at the home of the Shunamite

and thy sons of the rest.' (8) And it fell on
a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem,
where was a great woman; and she
constrained him to eat bread. And so it
was, that as oft as he passed by, he
turned in thither to eat bread. (9) And she
said unto her husband: 'Behold now, |
perceive that this is a holy man of God,
that passeth by us continually. (10) Let us
make, | pray thee, a little chamber on the
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11-17: Elisha promises the Shunamite a child

(11) And it fell on a day, that he came
thither, and he turned into the upper
chamber and lay there. (12) And he said
to Gehazi his servant: 'Call this
Shunammite.! And when he had called
her, she stood before him. (13) And he
said unto him: 'Say now unto her:
Behold, thou hast been careful for us
with all this care; what is to be done for
thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the
king, or to the captain of the host?' And
she answered: 'l dwell among mine own
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people.' (14) And he said: 'What then is to
be done for her?' And Gehazi answered:
'Verily she hath no son, and her husband
is old." (15) And he said: 'Call her.! And
when he had called her, she stood in the
door. (16) And he said: 'At this season,
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Sarah I[saac
Rachel Joseph/Benjamin
Jochebed Moses
Hannah Samuel
Mrs. Mano’ach Samson
The Shunamite (ason)
The “young Emanuel
]woman" (Isa. 7:14)
I

*My high priestess mother conceived me; in secret she bore me. She set me in a basket of rushes, with
bitumen she sealed my lid. She cast me into the river which rose over me. [ ISR



18-20: the child dies
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21-27: the Shunamite rushes to the prophet
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28-30: Elisha intervenes personally

told Me.' (28) Then she said: 'Did | desire
a son of my lord? did | not say: Do not
deceive me?' (29) Then he said to
Gehazi: 'Gird up thy loins, and take my
staff in thy hand, and go thy way; if thou
meet any man, salute him not; and if any
salute thee, answer him not; and lay my
staff upon the face of the child." (30) And
the mother of the child said: 'As the Lord

-

-

857 TTR NRA 12 MORY;

IRWYT INAI (1)
RN (02) SR A5WND NY manR
TTR CPWYR MR} IR 0 I
T3 791 730 XD VR KR¥DN °2 7]
18 5 mIpYn vt wpn 85 R
™ 7 M DI DR MNM (5) AIn
(89) PIOR T2 DRI VR DX T

31-37: Elisha revives the child

her. (31) And Gehazi passed on before
them, and laid the staff upon the face of
the child; but there was neither voice, nor
hearing. Wherefore he returned to meet
him, and told him, saying: 'The child is
not awaked.' (32) And when Elisha was
come into the house, behold, the child
was dead, and laid upon his bed. (33) He
went in therefore, and shut the door
upon them twain, and prayed unto the
Lord. (34) And he went up, and lay upon
the child, and put his mouth upon his
mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and
his hands upon his hands; and he
stretched himself upon him; and the flesh
of the child waxed warm. (35) Then he
returned, and walked in the house once
to and fro; and went up, and stretched
himself upon him; and the child sneezed
seven times, and the child opened his
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Elijah Reprised and Surpassed (2 Kings 4)

When Elijah was about to part company from Elisha, he granted his disciple a wish: ““Tell
me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” Elisha replied: “Let a double portion
of your spirit pass on to me” (2 Kings 2:9). If we are not inclined to view this as an act of
hubris, it most likely signified that Elisha regarded himself as being only half the man of
God that Elijah was; therefore, he would need twice his master’s spirit in order to
accomplish just as much. In our chapter, we find Elisha reprising some of Elijah’s activities.

In the chapter in which we were first introduced to Elijah, he performed a miracle to
provide food for a woman of Tzarfat. In the words of his prophetic message, “The jar of
flour shall not give out and the jug of oil shall not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain
upon the ground” (1 Kings 17:14). In our chapter (v. 3 ff.), we find Elisha miraculously
providing sustenance for the widow of a prophet-in-training.

Even more striking, perhaps, was Elisha’s duplication of his master’s successful
resuscitation of an apparently dead child. Elijah brought back to life the son of the woman
of Tzarfat after “he had no breath left in him” (1 Kings 17:17), and, in our chapter, Elisha
breathed life back into the son of the Shunamite woman with whom he was boarding “and
the boy opened his eyes” (v.35).

It is significant that in each of the two cases cited here the prophet first uttered a prayer to
God before actually performing artificial respiration. Indeed, the failure of Gehazi, Elisha’s
manservant, to succeed in his attempt to revive the child would argue that more was
involved here than just the exercise of CPR.

In addition, towards the end of the chapter, Elisha rescued a stew from poisonous gourds
by mixing in flour (reminiscent of Moses saving the water at Marah by tossing in a branch,
cf. Exodus 15:25) and then replicated his earlier miracle by enabling a small amount of food
to feed one hundred people “and when they had eaten, they [even] had some left over”
(v.43), arguably a clear manifestation of “a double portion” of Elijah’s spirit.



