
2	Kings	4:	Elijah	Reprised	and	Surpassed	

1-7:	Elisha	and	the	cruse	of	oil	  

	

8-10:	Elisha	at	the	home	of	the	Shunamite	

	
... םכֶדְּבְעַ לעַ  םתֶּרְבַעֲ  ןכֵּ  לעַ  יכִּ  וּרבֹעֲתַּ  רחַאַ  םכֶבְּלִ  וּדעֲסַוְ  םחֶלֶ  תפַ  החָקְאֶוְ  ה:חי   תישארב   



11-17:	Elisha	promises	the	Shunamite	a	child	

	

	
F֑תֶּשְׁאִ ה֣רָשָׂלְ  ן֖בֵ־הנֵּהִוְ  ה֔יָּחַ  ת֣עֵ  F֙ילֶ֙אֵ כָּ בוּשׁ֤אָ  בוֹ֣שׁ  רמֶאיֹּ֗וַ  :י:חי  'רב   

׃ ןקֵֽזָ ינִ֖דֹאוַֽ  ה֔נָדְעֶ  י֣לִּ־התָיְהָֽ  י֙תXִבְ  ירֵ֤חֲאַ  ר֑מֹאלֵ  הּ֣בָּרְקִבְּ  ה֖רָשָׂ  ק֥חַצְתִּוַ  :בי:חי  'רב   

: םיהXִאֱ וֹתאֹ  רבֶּדִּ  רשֶׁאֲ  דעֵוֹמּלַ  וינָקֻזְלִ  ןבֵּ  םהָרָבְאַלְ  הרָשָׂ  דלֶתֵּוַ  רהַתַּוַ  :ב:אכ  'רב  . 

 

Sarah	 Isaac	
Rachel	 Joseph/Benjamin	
Jochebed	 Moses	
Hannah	 Samuel	
Mrs.	Mano’ach	 Samson	
The	Shunamite	 (a	son)	
The	“young	
woman”	(Isa.	7:14)	

Emanuel	

?	 Sargon	of	Akkad*	
 

*My high priestess mother conceived me; in secret she bore me. She set me in a basket of rushes, with 
bitumen she sealed my lid. She cast me into the river which rose over me. The river bore me up and 
carried me to Akki, the drawer of water. Akki, the drawer of water, took me as his son and reared me. 	

	



18-20:	the	child	dies	

	

21-27:	the	Shunamite	rushes	to	the	prophet	

	
 

 :'ה רמַאָ ינַפָלְ תוֹחֲתַּשְׁהִלְ רשָׂבָּ לכָ אוֹביָ וֹתּבַּשַׁבְּ תבָּשַׁ ידֵּמִוּ וֹשׁדְחָבְּ שׁדֶחֹ ידֵּמִ היָהָוְ )גכ( וס והיעשי

 :השֶׂעֹ ינִאֲ רשֶׁאֲ םהָרָבְאַמֵ ינִאֲ הסֶּכַמְהַ רמָאָ 'הוַ )זי( חי תישארב

	



	

28-30:	Elisha	intervenes	personally	

	

	

31-37:	Elisha	revives	the	child	

 

	

	

	



	

Elijah	Reprised	and	Surpassed	(2	Kings	4)	

When	Elijah	was	about	to	part	company	from	Elisha,	he	granted	his	disciple	a	wish:	““Tell	
me,	what	can	I	do	for	you	before	I	am	taken	from	you?”	Elisha	replied:	“Let	a	double	portion	
of	your	spirit	pass	on	to	me”	(2	Kings	2:9).	If	we	are	not	inclined	to	view	this	as	an	act	of	
hubris,	it	most	likely	signified	that	Elisha	regarded	himself	as	being	only	half	the	man	of	
God	that	Elijah	was;	therefore,	he	would	need	twice	his	master’s	spirit	in	order	to	
accomplish	just	as	much.	In	our	chapter,	we	find	Elisha	reprising	some	of	Elijah’s	activities.	

In	the	chapter	in	which	we	were	first	introduced	to	Elijah,	he	performed	a	miracle	to	
provide	food	for	a	woman	of	Tzarfat.	In	the	words	of	his	prophetic	message,	“The	jar	of	
flour	shall	not	give	out	and	the	jug	of	oil	shall	not	fail	until	the	day	that	the	LORD	sends	rain	
upon	the	ground”	(1	Kings	17:14).	In	our	chapter	(v.	3	ff.),	we	find	Elisha	miraculously	
providing	sustenance	for	the	widow	of	a	prophet-in-training.	

Even	more	striking,	perhaps,	was	Elisha’s	duplication	of	his	master’s	successful	
resuscitation	of	an	apparently	dead	child.	Elijah	brought	back	to	life	the	son	of	the	woman	
of	Tzarfat	after	“he	had	no	breath	left	in	him”	(1	Kings	17:17),	and,	in	our	chapter,	Elisha	
breathed	life	back	into	the	son	of	the	Shunamite	woman	with	whom	he	was	boarding	“and	
the	boy	opened	his	eyes”	(v.35).	

It	is	significant	that	in	each	of	the	two	cases	cited	here	the	prophet	first	uttered	a	prayer	to	
God	before	actually	performing	artificial	respiration.	Indeed,	the	failure	of	Gehazi,	Elisha’s	
manservant,	to	succeed	in	his	attempt	to	revive	the	child	would	argue	that	more	was	
involved	here	than	just	the	exercise	of	CPR.	

In	addition,	towards	the	end	of	the	chapter,	Elisha	rescued	a	stew	from	poisonous	gourds	
by	mixing	in	flour	(reminiscent	of	Moses	saving	the	water	at	Marah	by	tossing	in	a	branch,	
cf.	Exodus	15:25)	and	then	replicated	his	earlier	miracle	by	enabling	a	small	amount	of	food	
to	feed	one	hundred	people	“and	when	they	had	eaten,	they	[even]	had	some	left	over”	
(v.43),	arguably	a	clear	manifestation	of	“a	double	portion”	of	Elijah’s	spirit.	

	
 


