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TZITZIT 11: YUHARA
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Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Tzitzit, 3:9

And women and bondsmen who want to wrap themselves in tzitzit may
wrap themselves without a blessing. And so too all other positive time-
bound commandments from which women are exempt. If they want to
perform it without a blessing, we do not protest [that act].

YUHARA
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Berachot 17b Since everyone performs labor [on the ninth of Av], but he
does not perform it, it appears like spiritual haughtiness.
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Sefer Abudarham, Laws of Keri'at Shema Any matter in which a person is not
obligated and he does it in public [as though] out of piety, and the entire
people do not do it, is someone who appears spiritually haughty.
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Responsa of Rav Natronai Ga'on (Brody ed.), 0.C. 6 Thus said Rav Natronai:
You asked: when a person recites Keri’at Shema, does he need to hold his
four tzitzit or not? This practice is not the way of the sages or students. It
is the way of excess [yetirut]. Once he has contemplated his tzitzit at the
time of his wrapping and recited a beracha over them, afterwards, why
should he hold them in his hand?
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Abudarham, laws of Keri'at Shema But Rav Natronai wrote that one who
holds his tzitzit in his hand when he recites Keri’at Shema is acting
with yehirut...
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Responsa Mahari Bruna 96 I was asked about the young men who wear

a tallit katan over their clothes in public and say that it suits them to fulfil
a mitzva in public, are we concerned for yuhara or not? I responded that
everything goes according to the time and custom and person. At first
glance, it seems to me that one should be concerned.
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Beit Yosef 0.C. 11 Our Great Rabbi Mahari Abuhab wrote....’The way

of tzitzit is that we should make two holes in the tallit and place

the tzitzit inside them and take them out to one side [of the cloth]...If I
were not afraid, I would say that he can put on all of these tzitzit, as one
master maintains, and as another master maintains, and he can make a
condition that if one is fit, the other are as nothing [to him], and in this
manner it would not be bal tosif (adding on to the mitzvot). This requires
study.’ We have never seen anyone who is concerned for this matter at
all...One who is stringent upon himself in this way appears to be
spiritually haughty.
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Ra'avya Section 2, Megilla 597 Regarding women, when they fulfill
positive mitzvot, there is no yuhara according to all opinions, since
everyone sits in the sukka and blows shofar and takes lulav... Yuhara is only
applicable where one does something different from the rest of people.
[This is so] even though women are exempt...
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Yerushalmi Berachot 2:9 Chizkiya taught: Anyone who is exempt from a
matter and does it is called a hedyot (a simpleton).
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Ramban Kiddushin 31a Behold, we say in the Yerushalmi, ‘Anyone who
performs something in which he is not commanded is called a simpleton!’
That refers to a person who does something that is not commanded from
the Torah at all, where it is as if he adds to the Torah. But someone who
does the mitzvot of the Torah as enacted even though he was not
commanded in them, like women or a non-Jew, receives reward for them,
for all of her [the Torah’s] paths are paths of pleasantness.

YUHARA, WOMEN, AND TZITZIT
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Sefer Maharil Laws of Tzitzit and Tefillin 4...He [Maharil] said that it is not
clear to him that there are women who accept upon themselves the
obligation of tzitzit. They asked him why he does not protest Rabbanit
M{[arat] Bruna in his city, who wore a tallit katan at all times. He
responded that perhaps she will not heed him, and regarding this type of
situation he said, “Better that they should stray unwittingly than that
they should do so intentionally” (Shabbat 148b).
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Tashbetz (Student of Maharam, in Maharam's name), 270 In any case, one

should not protest their [women] wrapping themselves in tzitzit and
reciting a beracha over it, for they can obligate themselves...
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New Responsa Maharil 7 It further seems to me that the mitzva of tzitzit is
not like other mitzvot that are obligations incumbent on the individual.
Rather, tzitzit, even though we consider it an obligation incumbent on the
individual, applies specifically to one who has a four-cornered garment.
But one is not obligated to purchase a four-cornered garment. Rather it is
a mitzva to enter a situation in which one is obligated, as we learn with
Moshe Rabbeinu: “Did he need to eat from its fruit?” [Moshe was
praiseworthy in wishing to enter Israel — not because he wanted to enjoy
its fruit, but in order to fulfill mitzvot that apply specifically there]. This
applies to men. But women, why should they do this, since in the end they
are not obligated...Even though I have seen women with four-cornered
garments with tzitzit, and even today there is one in our neighborhood, it
appears that they cause astonishment [at their behavior,

viz. Menachot 40a] and it is considered spiritual conceit (yuhara) and they
are called ignoramuses [hedyotot,viz. Yerushalmi Berachot 2:9 — “Whoever
is exempt from something and nevertheless performs it is called

a hedyot”].
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Shulchan Aruch 0C 17 Women and bondsmen are exempt, for it is a
positive time-bound commandment.
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Rema, OC 17:2 Gloss: And still, if they want to wrap [tzitzit] and recite

a beracha on it, they may do so, as with other positive time-bound
commandments. But it looks like spiritual conceit (yuhara) and therefore
they should not wear tzitzit, since it is not an obligation incumbent on the
individual (meaning, the individual is not obligated to procure a shawl for
himself in order to be obligated in tzitzit).
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Chayyei Adam I:11:43 Women are exempt from tzitzit, because it is a
positive time-bound commandment, for night is not a time

of tzitzit. In any case, if they want to wear and recite a beracha,
they may recite a beracha. This is the law for every positive time-
bound mitzva.
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Ben Ish Chai, Lech Lecha 13 Even though we maintain

with shofar and sukka and the like that if they [women] wanted to
fulfil [them] they may do so and they receive reward like
someone who is not commanded but performs, and there is no
concern of ‘whoever is exempt from a matter and does it is called
a simpleton,’ still, in this mitzva it appears like yuhara.
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Aruch Ha-shulchan 17:3 But really we never heard of this [of women
wearing tzitzit] and we don’t allow them to wear a tallit, and all the more
so, to recite a beracha. It is not like shofar and sukka and lulav, which are
once a year and the mitzva is done in an instant. Rather the mitzva

of tzitzit is all year and it is not fitting for women.
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Rav Yosef Engel, Atvan d'Orayta 11 That women are not permitted to recite
a beracha over tzitzit, because it is not a positive mitzva but a negative one,
that there not be a lack of tzitzit for the garment.
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Bach 0.C. 17 If a woman came to ask beforehand if it is permissible for her
to wear tzitzit and to recite a beracha, they should tell her not to recite

a beracha, because it is better that they [women] not recite a beracha in an
area of rabbinic debate.

THE SCOPE OF YUHARA
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Responsa Maharil 137 Two pairs of tefillin—we have not seen the elders of
our rabbis who acted thus...It seems that since it is not practiced it
appears like yuhara. Only one whose piety is established and well-known
should ‘take on God’s name.’
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Levush OC 17:2 But in any case it appears like silliness and yuhara if they
[women] do thus [wear tzitzit]. Since it is only a man’s obligation, what
connection do they have to this mitzva?...Even though in other positive
time-bound commandments like sukka and lulav, they are accustomed to
perform it and recite a beracha over it, what is practiced is practiced, and
what is not practiced should not be practiced. With tzitzit, we have not
found that they [women] practiced it except for one in a thousand, like
Michal daughter of Shaul and those like her, and therefore they [women]
should not wrap themselves [in a tallit].
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Rav Avigdor Tzarfati, Sefer Peirushim Upsakim al Ha-Torah Some righteous
women were accustomed...to wrap themselves with tzitzit.
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Beit Yosef OC 24 Now that some people practice it [kissing tzitzit during the
recitation of Shemal], it no longer appears like yuhara.

Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, 'The Human and Social Factor in Halakha'

It is not inconceivable that, at some point, fully responsible and fully
committed gedolim will reexamine the Mahari Mullen’s [Maharil’s]
position regarding women’s wearing tzitzit.
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Yam Shel Shelomo, Bava Kama 7 Out of yuhara, which is to say that he shows
himself as one who fears Heaven, but it is excessive pride...1It is fitting to
excommunicate a student who is haughty with Halacha—one who is
stringent with a law when a permissive ruling has spread throughout all
of Israel (even if he does not do it before his Rav)—if it is not known to
the sage that the student certainly acted for the sake of Heaven. [In which
case] even in public there would be no concern.
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Responsa Shevut Ya'akov II1:44 For specifically an individual who fears
Heaven who wishes to be stringent with himself and act modestly is
certainly remembered for good and has no yuhara...For certainly in private
a person is permitted to be stringent with himself, which is not the case
in public, for it appears like yuhara...Whoever does thus in private, his acts
clearly show his intentions, that he does not do this out of yuhara.
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Bach, End of Siman 11 Because it appears to be yuhara and the practice of
‘those who cause astonishment’ as Beit Yosef wrote, therefore he should
not alter the tzitzit publicly on the tallit upon him to be different from

© Deracheha: Women and Mitzvot | Deracheha.org


deracheha.org

T01

common custom. But under his clothing that covers him, he can affix
the tzitzit on the tallit katan in accordance with that view.

IN PRACTICE
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Rav Ya'akov Ariel, 'Is there no possibility that a woman wear tzitzit on four-
cornered feminine garment?' With a tallit katan that is not seen, it would

seem there is no yuhara.
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Peninei Halacha Likutim 1:8:8 Therefore, in my opinion, a woman who
wants to wrap herself in tzitzit for God’s sake may do so in private. There
is no concern for arrogance, and it is not an expression of resentment
against halakha and the tradition. If many women do so for God’s sake
and in private, then over time even if they wear tzitzit in a non-private
setting it will not be considered arrogance or an offense against the
traditions of the Torah. Nevertheless, in my opinion, even today one
should not object to a woman whose intentions are for God’s sake and
who wraps herself publicly in tzitzit, for she has authorities upon whom
to rely. However, one should object to women who are not meticulous
about many mitzvot but who specifically wear a talit publicly in order to
express their opposition to halakhic tradition.:
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Iggerot Moshe 0.C. IV:49...Indeed every woman is permitted to fulfill
even mitzvot that the Torah did not obligate them [women] in, and it is
considered a mitzva and [they receive] reward on fulfilling
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these mitzvot. Also, according to the position of the Tosafot, they are
permitted to recite a beracha over the mitzvot like our custom that they
fulfill the mitzva of shofar and lulav and also recite berachot. If this is so,
even concerning tzitzit it applies to a woman who is willing to wear a
garment that will be different from men’s clothing but will have four
corners, and to put tzitzit on it and fulfill this mitzva....but it is obvious
that that is only if her soul desires to fulfill mitzvot even when she is not
commanded...
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Malka Puterkovsky, Mehalechet Be-darkah, p. 152 That girls and
women...should feel and know that the shapers of Halacha in our
generation see them and their spiritual needs as they are, without
prejudice or imputing to them intentions not for the sake of Heaven...
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Rav Zalman Nechemya Goldberg, 'Women's Prayer in Public (Response)' We

have in hand enough mitzvot and good deeds that one can direct women to
fulfill...If after all this their souls yearn specifically for the mitzva

of tzitzit, perhaps there is room for them to go about with a tallit

katan under their clothing. But there is room for this, only after they excel
in all that in which they are obligated. Even if they do this, it should be
done in private.
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