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Study in Depth. Be Inspired.

Searching for Holiness:
Shirat HaYam in Bible and Prayer

Dean Rachel Friedman Lamdeinb




Structure of Shirat HaYam: Exodus 15: 1-18

1-6  General introduction —the victory and glory of G-d
7-11  Detailed description of events at the Red Sea

12716 Immediate consequences of victory at the Sea

17-18 Outcomes in the distant future of the event at the Sea

Structure of Book of Exodus

1-14 Oppression and Exodus

15 Song of the Sea

15:22-17 Journey begins

18-24 Revelation at Mt. Sinai

26-31 Commandment to build the Mishkan (Tabernacle)
"32-34 Sin of the golden calf

35-40 Construction of the Mishkan

Ramban’s Introduction to the Book of Exodus
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4  R.Ovadiah Seforno’s Introduction to the Book of Exodus
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5 Onkelos on Exodus 15:2
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6  R.Abraham Ibn Ezra on Exodus 15:2
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7 Seforno on Exodus 15:2
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8  Shirat Hayam: Song of the Sea — See next page
Exodus 15: 1-18
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ﬁ.S Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lorp. They said:
I will sing to the Lorn, for He has triumphed gloriously;
Horse and driver He has hurled into the sea.

#The Lozrpe is my strength and might;?

He is become my deliverance.

This is my God and I will enshrinec Hirm;

The God of my father, and I will exalt Him,

3The Lozp, the Wartioz—

Lomw is His name]

“Pharaoh’s chariots and his army

He has cast into the sea;

And the pick of his officers

Are drowned in the Sea of Reeds.

i 5The deeps covered thesn;

They went down into the depths like a stone.

| 7In"Your great trivzopk You break Your Opponents;

You send forth Your fury, it consimes them like straw,

eAt the blast of Your nostrils the waters piled up,

The floods stoad straight Iike a wall;

- The deeps froze in the heart of the sea.

| SThe foe said, -

y “Twill pursue, X will overtake,

I will divide the spoil; . . .

¢ My desire’shall have its il of them,

I'will bare my sword— ' )
- My hand shall subdué them.” :
! W¥ou made Your wind blow, the sea covered them; .l
. They sank like lead in the majestic waters, X

. 1TWho is like You, O Lorn, amorg the celestials;2 .

[ Who is like You, majestic in holiness, | ’ o
SWesOme in splendor, workixg woridars! '
; “You put out Your right hand,

' The earth swallowed them.

BIn Your love You lead the peopie You redeemed;

In Your strength You guide them to-Your holy abode.

“The peoples hear, they tremble;

| Agony grips the dwellers in Philistia.

YNow are the clans of Edom dismayed;

The tribes of Moab—trembling grips them;

All the dwellers in Canaan are aghast.

WTerror and dread descend upon them;

Through the might of Your arm they are still as stone—
Till Your people cross over, O Lorn,

Tl Your people cross whom You have ransomed.
17You will bring them and, plant them in Your own mountain,
The place You made to dwell in, O Lorp,

The sanctuary, O Lorp, which Your hands established.
| 'The Lorp will reign for ever and ever!

a4 Heb. Voh, b Others “song.” ¢ Others “lorify.” d  Others “mighty.”

. | SYourright hand, O Lorb, glorious in power, .
L.Your right hand, O Lor, shatters the foel j
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