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Mizmorim
by David

Collections of Asaf in Tehillim (& Chronicles)
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Deutero-asafitic Psalms
1 Chronicles 16, 8-36
= Asaf singers (4-7, 37-42)

2 Chronicles
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106, 1: Halleluya. Give thanks to the Lord for Heis
good, for His kindness endures forever




(“Sitz in der Literatur”)

Book 2 (42-72)

Book 3 (73-89)
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(73-89)

' First Temple Second Temple
Isaiah % Isaiah’s prophesies (1-35); Hizkiyahu; Assyria and 40 - 66
| Babylonia (36-39)
parallels 1 I ! 1111110
Psalms David’s life (1-72) and end of first Temple period 90-150

Books of Kings 1 +2

Exile to Babylon
Pre-exile Historiography

Chronicles1 + 2

Cyrus Declaration
Post-exile Historiography
(Tehillim <> Chronicles)
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Deutero-asafitic Psalms
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Untitled mizmorim of Asaf in Books IV and V
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Deutero-asafitic Psalms
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Shlomo’s prayers after the Temple dedication —

accompanied by the singers of Asaf
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FirstT_empIe | IYXY N2
Il Chronicles 5, 12-13: And the Levites who sang, all of them, even Asaf, qu‘g D727 D1WnNn D'?l'?m ‘2-2' ,'n 2 DM MAT

Heiman, Jeduthun, and their sons and their brothers, attired in fine linen, .
with cymbals and psalteries and harps, standing east of the altar, and with DA7¥NA YA D'WY2A7A DA'NXYI D27 HNT'? [R'DY

them 120 priests, sounding with trumpets. And the trumpeters and singers D9 DAYl NATAY? NITA DAY NiNIdI 0721
were as one, to make one sound, to praise and thank the Lord, and when n--]gny;'; TNXD D' NNY¥NA DYNN DYWYI mm'1
they raised a sound with the trumpets and cymbals and musical instruments nn0>1 'aY niTat Y9aY Tox Yip y'nyaYy nnwnY

and with praise to the Lord: "for He is good, for His kindness endures
forever", and the House was filled with the cloud, of the House of the Lord.
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Second Temple nv na
Ezra 3, 10-14: And the builders laid the foundation of the Temple of the Lord, DID5D 1TNYY A Y2 NN DDA 170 IT= ' KT

and they stationed the priests in their attire with trumpets, and the Levites, the — -
sons of Asaf, with cymbals, to praise the Lord according to the direction of nx 7727 D'A7¥N QOX 12 01721 NNY¥YNA D'YAM

David the king of Israel. And they sang aloud with praise and with thanks to D "7 nTin21 P02 ny Y ' m T T 7w 'n
the Lord “for He is good, for His kindness is eternal over Israel”, and the entire NYNN YN0 DY) '1;! '7?.{']2}.' w )] IToNn n‘;iy'? 1D 10
people shouted with a great shout with praise to the Lord because the DuDdan 02 A N Toin Y 'A% Yo avim

foundation of the House of the Lord was laid. And many of the priests and the
Levites and the heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first
Temple when its foundation was laid, [when they saw] this Temple with their

NN NX IN) YK DORTD NidRD 'YX D7)
7iTa 72 DDA D'V NAa AT TeR UKD

eyes, were weeping with a loud voice, and many shouted aloud for joy. So 0NN DY ' 7 0Na% ARy nynNna 02l
that the people could_ not discern the voice of the shout of joy from the voice D' DY ' DYD D2 7ipY nnnwa nyinn Yip
of the people's weeping, for the people shouted a great shout, and the sound :2iNNY TV yneil Yigal A%T AN

was heard from afar.
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Nechemiah 12, 45-46: And they kept the charge of their God and the charge

of purification, and so did the singers and the gate keepers, according to the D 112 AR7Y TIT NI¥YND DFIYEDI DNIYNDT NNV
mandate of David [to] Solomon his son. For in the days of David and Asaf of 7NN YWY DNYND WK [l QOXI TIT 'mna
old the leaders of the singers and [who established] songs of praise and ) ) S -0'AYNY NITAL

thanksaivina to God.
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Kidushin 30a: Therefore [because they devoted so much time to the Bible], the first Sages were
called: Those who count [soferim], because they would count all the letters in the Torah, as they
would say... [the expression]: “The boar out of the wood [miya’ar] ravages it” (Psalms 80:14), the
ayin in the word 'wood' [ya’ar] is the midpoint of Psalms [with regard to its number of letters]. The
verse: “But HE, being full of compassion, forgives iniquity” (Psalms 78:38), is the midpoint of

verses [in the book of Psalms].




Mizmor 79

1. A song of Asaf. O God! Nations have invaded Your inherited land, they have
defiled Your Holy Temple, they have made Jerusalem into ruins.

2. They fed the corpses of Your servants to the birds of the sky, the flesh of Your
devoted ones to the beasts of the earth.

3. They have spilled their blood like water around Jerusalem, and there is no one
to bury [them].

4. We have become a disgrace to our neighbors, an object of scorn and derision
to those around us.

5. How long, O Lord? Will You be angry forever, Your jealousy burning like fire?
6. Pour out Your wrath upon the nations that do not acknowledge You and upon
the kingdoms that do not call out in Your name.

7. For they have devoured Jacob and made his dwelling desolate.

8. Do not hold our former iniquities against us; may Your mercies quickly come to
us for we are brought very low.

9. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the sake of the glory of Your name, and
save us and forgive us for our sins for the sake of Your name.

10. Why should the nations say, "Where is their God?" Let us witness when it
becomes known among the nations the vengeance for the spilled blood of Your
servants.

11. May the groaning of the prisoner come before You; by Your arm’s great
power, set free the children of the mother who died/spare those doomed to die.
12. Pay back our neighbors sevenfold into their bosom for their abuse, for their
reviling You, O Lord.

13. And we, Your people and the sheep of Your flock, will thank You forever; from
generation to generation we will recite Your praise.

| Maccabbees 7, 12-18: Then did there assemble unto Alcimus and Bacchides a
company of scribes, to demand justice. Now the Chasidim were the first among
the children of Israel who sought peace of them: For they said, "one who is a
priest of the seed of Aaron has come with this army, and he will do us no wrong
". So he spoke to them, peaceably, and swore to them, saying, "we will not seek
to harm either you or your friends". Whereupon they believed him: however he
took of them sixty men, and slew them in one day, according to the words: "The
flesh of your dewoted ones and their blood they shed round Jerusalem, and there
was no one to bury them". Wherefore the fear and dread of them fell upon all the
people, who said, "There is neither truth nor righteousness in them; for they have
broken the covenant and oath that they made".
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5 mizmorimfwesk #of syllabus of 30 lectures (zoom, Iife, save onwww. tehillim.org.il)
acc/t plan of 929 lecture
5 1 Contextual Interpretation of Tehilim; Prologue|1-2)
10 2 Thestructure of Book | {1-41); Unit | {3-14) and 8 as its center
15 3 Unit I (MEmorim 15-24) and 19 as tscenter
20 4 Memorl8 and Il Shmuel 22
25 5  Unit Il {Mizmorim 25-34)
30 6  Unit M (Mizmorim 35-41)
35 7 NMEmor40 and itsintertextualily
a0 g  Structure & Story of Books [I-11I
i a5 9  Memor4?y and Context ind2-45
(( 9‘_9 )) 50 10 MiEmor5l 4
Podcast 55 11 Memor 50 - prologuefor 51 and Collection D2 (51-72)
&0 12 Collection D2 and Memor 72
85 13  Asafcollections (50, 73-83) - Center of A2 [77-79)
70 14 A2 (73-B3) & s ntertextuality  Mzmor 73
75 15 2nd Bnei Korach collection [84-88) and 89 at the end
B0 16  Structure & Story of Book IV - opening with Mizmor 90
, © 18 Mimorms-100
NN . 95 18 Mimor102 Rl
Psalms 1-150 100 20  Mimorim 105-107 - transition from Book V-V Teachings
105 21  Structure & Story of Book V 30 [BC{THTCS
110 22 Miemor 107 - structure & context
115 23 Memorim 111-112, comparisonto Mizmorim 1-119 O [o
120 24  Egyptian Hallel (113-118) and the Great Hallel (135-136) nine
125 25  Mzmor 113 - structure and context www.tehillim.org.il
130 26 MEmorim 120-134 Shirei Hamaalot: Structure & Story
135 27 Mimor 137 and the last David collection (138-145)
140 28 Mimor 145 and Pesukei deZimra (146-150)
145 289  Summary - Tehilim 2= arefigious journsy
150 30



Summary

Lecture #13 — Asaf Collections
* Doxologies of the 5 Books & differences
« Asaf — Historical & Biographical background
« 2"d Asaf Collection D2 (73-83) — Its Structure,
Story & Message
* Al (50) versus A2 (73-83)
 Mizmor 79 — Survival Strategy of Asaf
« 77-79 - The Center and Turning Point of A2

www.tehillim.org.il

Beni.gesundheit@tehillim.org.il

Recommended Literature: Beat Weber — Publications on Asaf (mostly German)



