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Yosef In Bereishit
Yaakov’s Perspective:

Coats in Tanach
 Shaul

Shmuel

Yonatan

Aharon
Eliyahu

Shmuel

Yosef’s Perspective:

The Brothers’ Perspective:
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Yosef: The Charmer

Potiphar:

Officer of the Jail:

King Pharaoh:

Yosef As Viceroy of Egypt
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THEY DID TO YOSEF YOSEF DOES TO THEM

He tattles on them, so they probably accuse
him of spying on them. Accuses them of being spies

Throws him into a pit  Puts them in jail for three days

They steal him and sell him
Puts their money back int their bags

They hate him for being favored by their father Makes them bring down Binyamin without
hurting him and favors him over the rest.

YOSEF IN TANACH

Menashe and Bnot Tzelufchad
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Yehoshua

Devorah the Prophetess

Gidon

AviMelech
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Yair

Yiftach

Michah

Yiravam

REUVEN vs. YOSEF

YEHUDA vs. YOSEF

Authority Over the Brothers:

Their Confrontation in Egypt:
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50) The Rav Thinking Aloud on the Parsha Sefer Bereishit pg. 404-405 (Parshat Vayigash
Boston 1974) In a word: Judah was the representative of g’vurah, who lost a battle or two from
time to time, who fell from time to time, however who always, as well, quickly then arose and
did rise to greater heights, like a lion.  And Joseph is the representative of k’dushah, chesed and
k’dushah, selflessness, sacrificial life, unlimited forgiving love, who never failed and never fell.  
Who should be the king?  The representative of g’vurah, or the representative of k’dushah?  That
problem was submitted to the Almighty.  And the Almighty decided in favor of what? Of
g’vurah. The Hashgachah wanted Judah to be king.  Why g’vurah?  Because the king who is the
leader of the people must possess all qualities of g’vurah: the ability to acquire and to defend, to
possess and to protect... Sacrificial life is good as far as the individual is concerned.  But the king
cannot be a sacrificial type at the expense of the nation, of the people.  One must be demanding
and ready to defend.  Insist and be strong.  

YEHUDA AND YOSEF

6


