On Yaakov’s Deathbed ~ Miriam Gedwiser

1. Genesis 47:28-48:7; 49:1

28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen
years; so the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were a
hundred forty and seven years. 29 And the time drew
near that Israel must die; and he called his son Joseph,
and said unto him: 'If now | have found favour in thy
sight, put, | pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and
deal kindly and truly with me; bury me not, | pray thee,
in Egypt. 30 But when | sleep with my fathers, thou shalt
carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their
burying-place." And he said: 'l will do as thou hast said.'
31 And he said: '‘Swear unto me." And he swore unto
him. And Israel bowed down upon the bed's head. {P}

1 And it came to pass after these things, that one said to
Joseph: 'Behold, thy father is sick." And he took with him
his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 2 And one told
Jacob, and said: 'Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto
thee.' And Israel strengthened himself, and sat upon the
bed. 3 And Jacob said unto Joseph: 'God Almighty
appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and
blessed me, 4 and said unto me: Behold, | will make
thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and | will make of thee a
company of peoples; and will give this land to thy seed
after thee for an everlasting possession. 5 And now thy
two sons, who were born unto thee in the land of Egypt
before | came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; Ephraim
and Manasseh, even as Reuben and Simeon, shall be
mine. 6 And thy issue, that thou begettest after them,
shall be thine; they shall be called after the name of
their brethren in their inheritance. 7 And as for me, when
| came from Paddan, Rachel died unto me in the land of
Canaan in the way, when there was still some way to
come unto Ephrath; and | buried her there in the way to
Ephrath--the same is Beth-lehem.'

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said: 'Gather
yourselves together, that | may tell you that which shall
befall you in the end of days.’
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2. Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer ch. 51

Seven wonders were done in the world. the likes of
which were not seen:

The first wonder - from the day that the heavens and
earth were created, no person was saved from fire until
Abraham our father arrived and was saved from the
fiery furnace, and all the kings of the land heard and
were astonished, for they had not seen anything like it
since the world was created. And how do we know that
he was saved from the fiery furnace? As itis said, “I
am the Lord your God who took you out of Ur Kasdim,”
and it is written thereafer “You are the Lord God who
chose Abraham and took him out of Ur Kasdim.”

The second wonder - among sexually experienced
women, from the day the heavens and earth were
created, no woman gave birth at 90 years old until
Sarah came and gave birth at 90 years old, except for
Eve, and all the kinds of the land heard and did not
believe. What did the blessed One do? He dried up
the breasts of their wives, as it is said (Ezekiel 17:24)
“And all the trees of the (forest) [field] will know” - these
are the nations of the world - “I the LORD have brought
down the high tree” - that is Nimrod - “have exalted the
low tree” - that is our father Abraham - “have dried up
the moist tree” - these are the breasts of the woves of
the nations - “and have made the dry tree to flourish” -
these are the breasts of Sarah. And they were bringing
their children to Sarah and she nursed them in peace,
as it is written, “Sarah has nursed children.”

The third wonder - from the day that the heavens and
earth were created, there was no person who
developed gray hair, until Abraham our father arrived,
and all the world was astonished, for nothing like it
since the world was created. And how do we know that
he developed gray hair? As itis said (Gen. 24:1), “And
Abraham was old, advanced in years.” R. Levitas mand
of Yavneh says, like a crown that is the honor of a
king’s head, so is gray hair honor and beauty for the
elderly, as it is said (Proverbs 20:29) “the beauty of old
men is the hoary head.”

The fourth wonder - from the day that the world was
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created, no person was sick, rather wherever a
person was, whether on the road or in the market, if
he sneezed, his soul would depart from his nostrils
and he would die. Until Jacob our father arrived
and prayed for this, and said before the Holy One,
“Master of the universe,do not take my soul from
me until | command my sons and my household,”
and he obliged him, as it is said, “and it was, after
those things, and it was said to Joseph, behold,
your father is sick.” And all the kings of the world
heard and were astonished, for nothing was like it
since the day the heavens and earth were created.
Therefore a person must say to his fellow, when he
sheezes, “life,” for the death of the world was
switched to light, as it is said (Job 41:10), “His
sneezings flash forth light.”

The fifth wonder - from the day that the heavens and
earth were created, the waters of the sea did not turn to
dry land until Israel left Egypt and passed through the
sea on dry land...

The sixth wonder - [Joshua stopped the heavenly
bodies]

The seventh wonder - from the day that the heavens
and earth were created, no person got sick and lived
and got up from his illness, until Hezekiah king of Judah
arrived with his iliness and lived fromiit. . . .

And all the kings of the land saw it and were
astonished...and send to see the wonder...and he saw
the kings and became haughty and showed them the
treasure troves of the kinds of Judah and the treasure
troves of the Holy of Holies...and the Holy one got

angry...
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3. Da’at Zekenim Gen. 48:1

“He said to Joseph [behold your father is ill]” - It sounds
like Joseph did not visit Jacob regularly, as we also find
“and he called to his son, to Joseph.” And | heard from
R. Shmuel, ob”’m, the reason is that [Joseph] was afraid
that [Jacob] would ask him [about] the matter of how he
was brought down to Egypt, and he would tell him that
his brothers sold him, and Jacob would curse them, and
it would end up destroying the whole world, for behold
Rachel his mother, whom [Jacob] cursed unintentionally,
and said (Ge. 31:32) “With whomsoever thou findest [thy
gods, he shall not live],” his curse was upheld and she
died on the way to Efrat, behold, if he would curse them
intentionally, all the more so.

N K70 yownt ... .01"7 NN’

N1 1'¥XNY IND 7Y 7¥X a0 qor
3270 '9n 'mynwi qoIr7 1127 X'
I8U'W XY DY 197 nyon 7T Ikmy
17 T2 DYIXAY TN R VD 17
NXNA 2pY' D7777' I'NR INNDNY

INX 7n1 Y 1710 D71IVN IR 2NN
NXNN MWK DY AR Dy X7 997w
N DNOX T2 NNl INY77 nnvpm
PY 75 X7 Ny 077 DX




On Yaakov’s Deathbed ~ Miriam Gedwiser

4, BT Pesahim 56a

And we, what is the reason that we do say [“blessed is the
name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever” after
the first verse of Shema]? As Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish
expounded, for R. Shimon ben Lakish said: “And Yaakov
called unto his sons, and said: ‘Gather yourselves
together, that | may tell you that which shall befall you in

”

the end of days.” Yaakov sought to reveal the end of days
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to his sons, and the shechinah departed from him. He
my bed (offpsring) like Abraham from whom came

sons said to him, “Hear, Israel, Hashem is our God,

in our hearts there is only One.”

said, “Perhaps, chas ve-shalom, there is an inadequacy in
Ishmael, or my father Isaac from whom came Esau.” His

Hashem is One’ - just as in your heart there is only One so
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5a. Bershit Rabbah 98:2 (Vilna ed.)

“That which will befall you in the end of days” -

Rabbi Simon said, he showed them the downfall of
Gog, as it is said (Ezek. 38:16, prophecy to Gog), “it
shall be in the end of days.”

Rabbi Judah said, he showed them the building of the
temple, as it is said (Micah 4:1), “But in the end of days
it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the Lord’s
house shall be established.”

Our rabbis say, he came to reveal to them the end, but
it was concealed from him.

Rabbi Judah in the name of R. Elazar son of Avina:
two people had the end revealed to them and then
again concealed, and these are they: Jacob and
Daniel...

Jacob, “that which will befall you at the end of days . . .
Reuben you are my firstborn” - this teaches that he
came to reveal to them the end and it was concealed
from him. It is analogous to the comrade of a king who
was leaving the world, and his sons were surrounding
his bed. He said to them, “come and let me reveal to
you the secret of the king.” He looked up and saw the
king. He said to them, “be careful of the king’s honor.”
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So our father Jacob looked up and saw the divine
presence standing over him. He said to them “be
careful with the honor of the holy One, blessed be He.”
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5b. Bereshit Rabbah 96 (Theodor/Albeck ed.)

[“And Jacob called his sons”] - This is what the text
says (Job 12:20), “He removeth the speech of men of
trust, [and taketh away the sense of the elders].” This is
ISaac and Jacob. For both of them sought to reveal the
mystery of God.

Isaac called to Esau, seeking to reveal to im the end,
and the holy One, blessed be He, hid it from him, as it is
said (Gen. 27:1), “and he called his older son Esau.”
And even Jacob sought to reveal the end to his sons,
as it is said “gather and | will tell you that which will
befall you, etc.” To what is it similar? To a slave whom
the king trusted regarding everything he had. That
slave came near to die. He called his sons to make
them free men and to tell them where their
will/covenant/contract and their deed was. The king
knew, and stood above him. The slave saw him and
skipped the thing he had sought to reveal. He began to
say to them, “please, you are the king’s slaves, honor
him like honored him my whole life.” So our father
Jacob said, I will call my sons to let them know when is
the end. " Immediately, the holy One, blessed be He,
was revealed to him and said, “to your sons you call,
and not Me?” As Isaiah says (43:22), “Yet thou hast not
called upon Me, O Jacob.” When Jacob saw him, he
began to say to his sons, “please, honor the holy One
like my fathers honored him,” as it is said (Gen. 48:15)
“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac
did walk, etc.” They said to him, we know what is in
your heart. “Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the
Lord is One.” (Deut. 6:4). When Jacob heard this, he
bowed, as it is said (Gen. 47:31), “and Israel bowed on
the head of the bed.” He began to whisper, “blessed is
the name of the honor of His kingdom forever and
ever.” The holy One, blessed be He, said to him
(Proverbs 25:2), “It is the glory of God to conceal a
thing.” These matters are not yours, as it is written
(Proverbs 11:13), “He that goeth about as a talebearer
revealeth secrets; [but he that is of a faithful spirit
concealeth a matter].”
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6. BT Taanit 5b

R. Nahman and R. Isaac were sitting at a meal and R.
Nahman said to R. Isaac: Let the master expound
something. He replied: thus said R. Yohanan, one
should not converse at meals lest the windpipe
precede the gullet and he come to danger.

After they ate, he said to him: Thus said R. Yohanan,
Jacob our patriarch is not dead. He said to him, was
it then for nought that he was bewailed and embalmed
and buried? He said to him, | derive this from a verse,
as it is said (Jer. 30:10), “Therefore fear not, O Jacob,
My servant, saith the Lord; neither be dismayed, O
Israel, for lo, | will save thee from afar, and thy seed
from the land of their captivity.” The verse likens him
to his seed. Just as his seed is alive, so too is he
alive.
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