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Literary and Historiographical Readings

Biagio d’Antonio (Florence, around 1500), from the Metropolitan Museum of Art



| learned a lot from many sources, but want
to single (double?) out two:

* Richard C. Steiner, “Contradictions, Culture Gaps, and Narrative Gaps
in the Joseph Story,” Journal of Biblical Literature vol. 139, no. 3
(2020): 439-458.

https://www.academia.edu/44014361/Richard C Steiner Contradictions_Cult
ure Gaps and Narrative Gaps in the Joseph Story Journal of Biblical Liter
ature_vol 139 no 3 2020 439 458

 Richard C. Steiner, ““Midianite Men’ (Gen 37:28) and ‘An Egyptian
Man’ (39:1): Ambiguity and Contradiction, Leitwortstil and
Foreshadowing,” forthcoming.



https://www.academia.edu/44014361/Richard_C_Steiner_Contradictions_Culture_Gaps_and_Narrative_Gaps_in_the_Joseph_Story_Journal_of_Biblical_Literature_vol_139_no_3_2020_439_458

Nahariyyaj -

H}

Zihron™

gl e Section 1:

eography and
he location of
Reuven




W
hx 0
Y ardena

-l »
i) Beit HiaShita
. 2l 4

T
W

Beit'Alfa

" ot

-

Lt

|
.

S 4

Tif §12 oy - 2 '
L KufrlRakeb

) D'ei?"Abu.Da'i o~ o o 3 I...b : A v, £ v
e Ly 0 Me i ' L iy "*, )y

. . Mls.f’lerlar 0y & /?' 7 R dis ) \ “ "l
Y \HaSharon 4 an L e :
/ B ' O . eridfs e . : : eithalun !
=/ ¥ i L \ 3 4 v p i 8 v
BeitYitshak¥ o 2 & 2 (/ » 3 & o\ o) T

! f | . y ) & . WL A ‘ 7 » ) ) ",y . v
,Sh'a'a"r}Hefler ;..4"7 <D 4' ,J.-Bat\Hefer,\;.? T G ’ y -, /&J‘ud‘ejda - .a"
Netany s saes, =0 S s S5 ‘tml‘ka,m‘*& Lnbh < AL DL 2 O :

Y|

PRCA

: . oA 2 g ‘ .
T S el M‘b
3 Alfel|Menashe MRy o % 4 " e TIO
e > % " Shomron
4 AR i “""T' W > P

-
AR wmmanuel™
\,__\ e




199210 PRYN INNYYN 927 12U IRED DIDY DR PHR DIYYNR AR RIFY 9D I0RN
:NNIY RN

And he said to him, “Go and see how your brothers are and how the flocks
are faring, and bring me back word.” So he sent him from the valley of
Hebron. When he reached Shechem,
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a man came upon him wandering in the fields. The man asked him, “What
are you looking for?”
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He answered, “| am looking for my brothers. Could you tell me where they
are pasturing?”
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The man said, “They have gone from here, for | heard them say: Let us go to
Dothan.” So Joseph followed his brothers and found them at Dothan.
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Then they sat down to a meal. Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead, their camels bearing gum, balm, and ladanum to be
taken to Egypt.
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When Midianite traders passed by, they pulled Joseph up out of the pit. They
sold Joseph for twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who brought
Joseph to Egypt.
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When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he
rent his clothes.
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Returning to his brothers, he said, “The boy is gone! Now, what am | to do?”



Jan Fokkelman

Reuben’s discovery represents a gap for the reader. In v. 29 we
suddenly realize that Reuben cannot have been a participant in the
transaction. We should, however, not flee into diachronical
speculations precipitately. We might first try to deal with the gap in a
synchronic way and remain true to a sound narratology.
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AND REUBEN RETURNED — When he (Joseph) was sold he had not been present, for it was his day to go

to attend to his father. Another explanation is: he had not sat with them at the meal because he was
occupied with his sack-cloth and fast in penitence for having ‘disturbed his father’s bed’ (Bereshit Rabbah

84:19).



R. Joseph Bekhor Shor
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It is the way of shepherds that some of them eat and some of them attend to
the animals. After that, those that have eaten go to the animals, and the
others eat. It is not their way that all of them eat together. #When the
Ishmaelites came into view,) Judah was eating with some of his brothers,
while Reuben and some of his brothers were watching over the flock, and
therefore Reuben did not know about the sale.



Reuven may never have known!

42:21-22
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One man said to the other, “Indeed, we are guilty because of our
brother, for we saw the pain in his soul, as he was beseeching us, and
we did not listen! This is why all this suffering is befalling us!”

Reuben answer, “Look, | told you ‘don’t sin with the boy,” but you didn’t
listen. And now his blood is being avenged!”



Another question answered:

““Then they sat down to a meal’: How do these words advance the plot
of the narrative, and what do they contribute to the progression of the
matter?” The usual answer to this question is that these words hint at

the callous indifference displayed by the brothers, as they themselves
later acknowledge (Gen 42:21).

-Baruch Schwartz



Section 2: Who sold Joseph to whom?
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Was he “sold”?
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So who?
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Rashi
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Midianites — This was a different caravan: Scripture indicates that he
was sold several times: (1) “They drew up” — the sons of Jacob drew
him up from the pit, (2) and sold to to the Ishmaelites, and (3) the
Ishmaelites to the Midianites and (4) the Midianites into Egypt.



Rashbam
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Midianite traders passed by: The brothers were at their meal, sitting some distance from the pit so
as to refrain from “eating on the blood” (Lev 19:26), waiting for the Ishmaelites whom they had
seen (v. 25). However, before those Ishmaelites arrived, different people — Midianites — passed by
there, saw Joseph in the pit and pulled him out. These Midianites sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites. It
is to be understood that the brothers did not know [of the sale]. Although it is written [that Joseph
later said to his brothers] (Gen. 45.4), “[I am ... he] whom you sold down to Egypt,” that phrase is to
be understood to mean that their actions indirectly led to his sale.

To me, this represents the profound interpretation, following the plain meaning of Scripture....



Joseph Qara and Ibn Ezra
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oom in....
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So why call them Midianites?

Note the parallel between the Midianites who
bring Joseph to the Egyptian here ( - 99019 ymp"
MNN WIR DNAVN TV NYIS ©1ID), and the Egyptian
who goes to the Midianites in Exodus 2 i.e,,
Moshe, identified as an “rxn wIR“l

[Steiner, ““Midianite Men’ (Gen 37:28) and ‘An Egyptian Man’ (39:1)”]



7. AN EQUIVOCAL READING OF
THE SALE OF JOSEPH!

Edward L. Greenstein

But the story’s ambiguity concerning the natural or human chain
of events that led to Joseph’s servitude in Egypt throws into bolder
relief the actual “‘cause™ of Joseph’s fate. As Joseph himself
explains to his brothers—and via the narrative to the reader—
“Now it was not you who sent me here, but God” (45:8; cf. verses
5,7). By blurring the human factors leading to the enslavement of
Joseph, the narrative sharpens our image of the divine factor in
bringing it about.



Part 3: What’s Tamar got to do with this?
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