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Questions

How to identify a polemic:

David Berger: ““In matters of exegetical detail, polemical motives are
occasionally obvious, occasionally likely, and occasionally asserted

implausibly.”

How much did the classical rabbis and the medieval rabbis know about
Christianity?

Did the rabbis see Christianity as an intellectual (as opposed to
physical) threat?
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Egypt and Magic in the New Testament

Matthew 2: An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay
there until | tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill
him.” ... After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go
to tf&e I%Ind of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life
are dead.”

Matthew 12: Then a blind and dumb demoniac was brought to him,
and he healed him, so that the dumb man spoke and saw. And all the
people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?” But
when the Pharisees heard it they said, “It is only by Be-el’zebul, the
prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.”




Anachronisms/the name w»?

King Alexander Yannai (d. 76 BCE)

1Y' as short form for y1w'; y1w' as rabbinic Hebrew form of yviin:
Just like nTI' and NTIN'; DI and DOIN'.

“Jesus ben Sira”
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John 19

13When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the

judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic
is Gabbatha).

141t was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
1> But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”



Back to the theme of
Finding Polemics in
the Talmud



Mishnah Kiddushin 4
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Mishnah Kiddushin 4 (cont.)
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Similarly, it says concerning
Avraham our Father, peace be
upon him — "And Avraham was
old ... and God blessed Avraham
in everything." We find that
Avraham our Father performed
the whole entire Torah before it
had been given, as it says, "By
reason that Avraham listened to
my voice, and kept my
safekeeping, my commandments,
my statutes and teachings."



/Genesis.24

Mishnah Kiddushin Parma manuscript




Romans 4

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the
flesh, discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by
works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What
does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him
as righteousness.” (NPTX 17 NAWN'l ‘"N 'MXNI)

*Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an
obligation. > However, to the one who does not work but trusts God
who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.



Romans 4 (cont.)

?1s this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the
uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited
to him as righteousness. 1 Under what circumstances was it credited?
Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before!
11 And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.



Makkot 23b-24a
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Rabbi Simlai (3" century, Israel)
taught: 613 mitzvot were stated to
Moses . ..

[King] David came and reduced them
to eleven [principles], as it is written:
“A Psalm of David. Lord, who shall
sojourn in Your Tabernacle? Who
shall dwell upon Your sacred
mountain? He who walks
wholeheartedly . ..

Habakkuk came and reduced them
to one, as it is stated: “But the
]Elghr;ceous person shall live by his
aith.”
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