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Questions

How to identify a polemic:
David Berger: ““In matters of exegetical detail, polemical motives are 
occasionally obvious, occasionally likely, and occasionally asserted 
implausibly.”
How much did the classical rabbis and the medieval rabbis know about 
Christianity?
Did the rabbis see Christianity as an intellectual (as opposed to 
physical) threat?



Sanhedrin 107b

 יזחגל ופחדש עשילאכ אל .תברקמ ןימיו החוד לאמש אהת םלועל :ןנבר ונת
 ןב עשוהי...וידי יתשב ירצונה ושיל ופחדש איחרפ ןב עשוהיכ אלו ,םידי יתשב
 ושיו היחרפ ןב עשוהי לזא ןנברל אכלמ יאני והנילטקדכ ?איה יאמ היחרפ
 אתא םק ... :חטש ןב ןועמש היל חלש אמלש הוה יכ .םירצמ לש אירדנסכלאל
 .וז אינסכא הפי המכ :רמא .אבוט ארקי היל ודבע ,אזיפשוא אוהה היל ימרתאו

 עברא קיפא ?קסוע התא ךכב !עשר :היל רמא .תוטורט היניע ,יבר :היל רמא
 אק יוה אל- !ןלבק :היל רמא ,ןינמיז המכ הימקל אתא .היתמשו ירופיש האמ
 ,ילובקל רבס .הימקל אתא ,עמש תאירק ירק אק הוה דח אמוי .היב חגשמ
 .הל הוחתשהו אתניבל ףקז לזא .יל יחד אחדימ :רבס אוה .הידיב היל יוחא
 תא איטחמו אטוחה לכ :ךממ ינלבוקמ ךכ :היל רמא- !ךב רדה :היל רמא
 חידהו תיסהו ףשיכ ושי :רמ רמאו .הבושת תושעל ודיב ןיקיפסמ ןיא םיברה
לארשי תא



Egypt and Magic in the New Testament

Matthew 2: An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill 
him.” . . . After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go 
to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life 
are dead.”
Matthew 12: Then a blind and dumb demoniac was brought to him, 
and he healed him, so that the dumb man spoke and saw. And all the 
people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?” But 
when the Pharisees heard it they said, “It is only by Be-elʹzebul, the 
prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 



Anachronisms/the name ֵוּשׁי ?

King Alexander Yannai (d. 76 BCE)
וּשֵׁי as short form for עַוּשֵׁי עַוּשֵׁי  ; as rabbinic Hebrew form of עַשֻׁוֹהְי 

Just like הדוי and הדוהי םרוי  ; and םרוהי .
“Jesus ben Sira”

עַוּשֵׁי



Sanhedrin 43a

 ינולפ שיא וינפל אצוי זורכו לקסיל אצי ואל םאו והורטפ תוכז ול ואצמהנשמ
 ול עדויש ימ לכ וידע ינולפו ינולפו תינולפ הריבע רבעש לע לקסיל אצוי ינולפ ןב
:וילע דמליו אבי תוכז
 חספה ברעב אינתהו:אל ארקיעמ ןיא וינפל:וינפל אצוי זורכו . . .ארמג
 לע לקסיל אצוי אוהש םדוק םוי 'מ וינפל אצוי זורכהו ירצונה ושיל והואלת
 אלו וילע דמליו אבי תוכז ול עדויש ימ לכ לארשי תא חידהו תיסהו ףשיכש
 אוה תוכז יכופה רב ארבסתו אלוע רמא חספה ברעב והואלתו תוכז ול ואצמ
 ושי ינאש אלא וילע הסכת אלו לומחת אל )גי םירבד( רמא אנמחרו אוה תיסמ
:הוה תוכלמל בורקד

http://kodesh.snunit.k12.il/i/t/t0513.htm




John 19

13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judge’s seat at a place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic 
is Gabbatha). 
14 It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”



Back to the theme of 
Finding Polemics in 
the Talmud



Mishnah Kiddushin 4

 וֹנבְּ תאֶ םדָאָ דמֵּלְַי םלָוֹעלְ ,רמֵוֹא ריאִמֵ יבִּרַ
.. . .הלָּקְַו הָיּקְִנ תוּנמָּאֻ

 תוּנמָּאֻ לכָּ יִנאֲ חַיִנּמַ ,רמֵוֹא יארַוֹהְנ יבִּרַ
 ,הרָוֹת אלָּאֶ יִנבְּ תאֶ דמֵּלַמְ יִניאְֵו םלָוֹעבָּשֶׁ
 תמֶֶיּקַ ןרֶקְֶו הזֶּהַ םלָוֹעבָּ הּרָכָשְּׂמִ לכֵוֹא םדָאָשֶׁ
 .ןכֵּ ןָניאֵ תוּנמָּאֻ לכָּ ראָשְׁוּ .אבָּהַ םלָוֹעלָ
 ידֵילִ וֹא הָנקְזִ ידֵילִ וֹא ילִֹח ידֵילִ אבָּ םדָאָשֶׁכְּ
 אוּה ירֵהֲ ,וֹתּכְאלַמְבִּ קֹסעֲלַ לוֹכָי וֹניאְֵו ןירִוּסִּי

 אלָּאֶ ,ןכֵּ הָּניאֵ הרָוֹתּהַ לבָאֲ .בעָרָבְּ תמֵ
 תירִחֲאַ וֹל תֶנתֶוֹנְו וֹתוּרעֲַנבְּ ערָ לכָּמִ וֹתּרְמַּשַׁמְ
וֹתוּנקְזִבְ הָוקְתְִו

Rabbi Meir says: A person should always 
teach his son a clean and easy 
profession…
Rabbi Nehorai says: I leave aside all 
professions in the world, and I teach my 
son only Torah; for a person eats of its 
reward in this world, and the principal 
endures in the world to come. And all 
other professions are not so — when a 
person comes into sickness, or into old 
age, or into suffering, and is not able to 
be involved in his work, he dies in 
hunger. But the Torah is not so — but 
rather it guards him from all evil in his 
youth, and gives him a goal and hope in 
his old age



Mishnah Kiddushin 4 (cont.)

 וילָעָ וּניבִאָ םהָרָבְאַבְּ רמֵוֹא אוּה ןכְֵו
   ןקֵזָ םהָרָבְאְַו )דכ תישארב( ,םוֹלשָּׁהַ
 וּניצִמָ .לֹכּבַּ םהָרָבְאַ תאֶ _רַבֵּ 'הַו  . . .

 הרָוֹתּהַ לכָּ תאֶ וּניבִאָ םהָרָבְאַ השָׂעָשֶׁ
 )וכ םש( ,רמַאֱֶנּשֶׁ ,הָנתְִּנ אaשֶׁ דעַ הּלָּכֻּ
 רֹמשְִׁיַּו ילִֹקבְּ םהָרָבְאַ עמַשָׁ רשֶׁאֲ בקֶעֵ
 :יתָֹרוֹתְו יתַוֹקּחֻ יתַוֹצְמִ יתִּרְמַשְׁמִ

Similarly, it says concerning 
Avraham our Father, peace be 
upon him — "And Avraham was 
old ... and God blessed Avraham 
in everything." We find that 
Avraham our Father performed 
the whole entire Torah before it 
had been given, as it says, "By 
reason that Avraham listened to 
my voice, and kept my 
safekeeping, my commandments, 
my statutes and teachings."

/Genesis.24


Mishnah Kiddushin Parma manuscript



Romans 4

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the 
flesh, discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by 
works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What 
does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness.” ( הקדצ ול הבשחיו 'הב ןימאהו )
4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an 
obligation. 5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God 
who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.



Romans 4 (cont.)

9 Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham’s faith was credited 
to him as righteousness. 10 Under what circumstances was it credited? 
Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 
11 And he received circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness 
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. 



Makkot 23b-24a

 הרשע שלשו תואמ שש יאלמש יבר שרד
 . . . השמל ול ורמאנ תוצמ

 ביתכד הרשע תחא לע ןדימעהו דוד אב
 רוגי ימ ]'ה[ דודל רומזמ )א ,וט םילהת(
םימת ךלוה ךשדק רהב ןוכשי ימ ךלהאב

 תחא לע ןדימעהו קוקבח אב . . .
 ותנומאב קידצו )ד ,ב קוקבח( רמאנש
היחי

Rabbi Simlai (3rd century, Israel) 
taught: 613 mitzvot were stated to 
Moses . . . 
[King] David came and reduced them 
to eleven [principles], as it is written: 
“A Psalm of David. Lord, who shall 
sojourn in Your Tabernacle? Who 
shall dwell upon Your sacred 
mountain? He who walks 
wholeheartedly . . . 
Habakkuk came and reduced them 
to one, as it is stated: “But the 
righteous person shall live by his 
faith.”

https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%92%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%94:%D7%AA%D7%94%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9D_%D7%98%D7%95_%D7%90
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A7%D7%98%D7%92%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%94:%D7%97%D7%91%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A7_%D7%91_%D7%93

