The Books of Samuel:
Grappling with a Status Quo

1. The background

Judges 21:25 N”J:X"J D'UOIY
(25) In those days there was no king in WIR 781U 70 'R DN DR (D)
Israel; everyone did as he pleased. ' NYY! 11'Ya Y

2. A surprising beginning

I Samuel 1:1-3 2-'N:'N N 'INInY
(1) There was a man from Ramathaim of the 'rnN W'&Q'njl (N)
Zuphites, in the hill country of Ephraim, whose 10N 09X D'MNINTN
name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu oNY! 2 1]7'7?2 w1 DoN
son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. (2) He X2 iNA" 2 NI'\"?N 2

had two wives, one named Hannah and the other DY D'LUJ 'NY |'7| Q) SARbI
Peninnah; Peninnah had children, but Hannah was N219 N'YN DYl 'un nnN

childless. (3) This man used to go up from his ['X ‘nn'7| o'y 1]]9'7 "l
town every year to worship and to offer sacrifice N1DN W'N'\ W'wI (A) D"r'7'
to the LORD of Hosts at Shiloh.—Hophni and nn'm! | omn |'1'_\m
Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests of the 1n"7 nnr"n nlnnun"z
LORD there. Y DYl w'wn nixay
D']'D On]E)I ']E)n r I7_\1_']1

1n"7

3. Reconnecting to the past

Judges 13:2 2:2"' D'USIY
(2) There was a certain man from Zorah, of the nYIXN TOX U'R Q)
stock of Dan, whose name was Manoah. His NI iNY1 "1 TD NNYYNRN

wife was barren and had borne no children. NT? K71 NIPY NN
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Judges 17:1

(1) There was a man in the hill country of Ephraim

whose name was Micabh.

Judges 19:1-2

(1) In those days, when there was no king in
Israel, a Levite residing at the other end of the
hill country of Ephraim took to himself a

concubine from Bethlehem in Judah. (2) Once his

concubine deserted him, leaving him for her
father’s house in Bethlehem in Judah; and she
stayed there a full four months.
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4. A sanctioned irreverence

I Samuel 1:9-14

(9) After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh,
Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was sitting on the
seat near the doorpost of the temple of the
LORD.— (10) In her wretchedness, she prayed
to the LORD, weeping all the while. (11) And
she made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if You
will look upon the suffering of Your
maidservant and will remember me and not
forget Your maidservant, and if You will grant
Your maidservant a male child, I will dedicate
him to the LORD for all the days of his life; and
no razor shall ever touch his head.” (12) As she
kept on praying before the LORD, Eli watched
her mouth. (13) Now Hannah was praying in
her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice
could not be heard. So Eli thought she was
drunk. (14) Eli said to her, “How long will you
make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober
up!”

T7-'0:'N N INNY

N72% INK "N DEDI (V)
'250 "W ANY 0K N'7¢
22'n NUTN~7Y NOIN 7Y QY

U9l NN X'l (Y) NN

;NN N2l “nn"'w '7'79nn|
1|‘1' AR TrJ Tml (N')
W2 | AXIN 'nn DN NiNQY
naYn- N'?I ']]’ﬂ)TI R
h) 1nm<‘7 NRN]| 1nm< NN
"N 'n"'73 wn"7 'PNM D'WIN
Q") iwN- 'w '1'711' XY 'nml
197 779nnY ‘mnﬁ b) 1"1|
(A') N'9TNN 'mw V1 NI
Talibv e 'w nJATA R'LNAN
yny' N'? 'ﬁm niya n'nov
N (T ‘n:wJ'7 "w nawn'l
I"2RYN DN~y "w w‘m
'79n UK 0D


https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.17.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Judges.19.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.9-14
https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.1.9-14

Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces:

The hero is the champion of things becoming, not of things become... He does not
mistake apparent changelessness in time for the permanence of Being, nor is he
fearful of the next moment... as destroying the permanent with its change. (209)

Robert Grudin, Time and the Art of Livin A7:

What do I mean by “locked in time”? I mean, first of all, that we characteristically
view mobile phenomena in immobile terms. We see processes like love and
education as established circumstances rather than as complex temporal organisms
whose lives depend on regular nourishment and renewal. Conversely, we tend to
accept our own fear, weakness and ignorance as chronic disabilities rather
than facing them, as we should, with the awareness that they are temporary
and surmountable. Like still cameras, our minds consistently convert motion into
stasis. In our language about time we resort to rocklike absolutisms — creation,
completion, means, end, permanence, annihilation — terms whose static and
extreme implications make them poor approximations of history and experience...
We have little use at all for that most subtle and suggestive of words, renewal.

5. Samuel’s ascension

I Samuel 2:22-26 1”3-272:1 N NIV
(22) Now Eli was very old. When he heard all TIX Y'Yl TRA [T "5 (D)
that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how XYY 102 HYYr WK
they lay with the women who performed tasks D'YINTNIX 2K NN
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, (23) he (23) :Tyin 70X NN NiNI¥N
said to them, “Why do you do such things? I D27 [{YYD NRY DY NN
get evil reports about you from the people on YNy 1IN N NYRD

all hands. (24) Don’t, my sons! It is no DYN™7 NXN DY D)MAT NN
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favorable report I hear the people of the LORD
spreading about. (25) If a man sins against a
man, the LORD may pardon him; but if a man
offends against God, who can obtain pardon for
him?” But they ignored their father’s plea; for
the LORD was resolved that they should die.
(26) Young Samuel, meanwhile, grew in
esteem and favor both with God and with men.

I Samuel 2:35

(35) And I will raise up for Myself a faithful
priest, who will act in accordance with My
wishes and My purposes. I will build for him an
enduring house, and he shall walk before My
anointed evermore.

I Samuel 4:13-18

(13) When he arrived, he found Eli sitting on a
seat, waiting beside the road—his heart
trembling for the Ark of God...(14) And when
Eli heard the sound of the outcry and asked,
“What is the meaning of this uproar?” the man
rushed over to tell Eli...(17) The bearer of the
news replied, “Israel fled before the Philistines
and the troops also suffered a great slaughter.
Your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead,
and the Ark of God has been captured.” (18)
When he mentioned the Ark of God, [Eli] fell
backward off the seat beside the gate, broke his

neck and died; for he was an old man and heavy.

He had been a chieftain of Israel for forty years.
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6. The dangers of kingship
Yoram Hazony, The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture:

Thus in the ethics of the ancient Near East, all action was ultimately directed
toward the maintenance of the state since all goodness was seen as flowing
from it... whatever served to maintain the closed circle of farmer, tax
collector, king, soldier and priest was on its face for the good, since it kept the
clockwork of the state in motion for another day and another generation,

maintaining the mass of people alive and protected...(129-130)

...biblical ethics proposes to evaluate human action from a completely different
point of vantage... associated with the life of the nomad, who observes and
evaluates all that goes on in human life from a perspective that is outside the
political state and free of any prior commitment to it...Independence of
judgement and action, then, depends on an ability to resist the creeping
advance of justified fears and unjustified commitments to human beings and
their institutions — which together work to deprive the individual of his

freedom to discern what is right and to act in its name.(133-135)

I Samuel 12:6-25

(6) Samuel said to the people, “The LORD [is
witness], He who appointed Moses and Aaron
and who brought your fathers out of the land of
Egypt. (7) Come, stand before the LORD while I
cite against you all the kindnesses that the LORD
has done to you and your fathers... (12) But when
you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was
advancing against you, you said to me, ‘No, we
must have a king reigning over us’—though the
LORD your God is your King. (13) “Well, the
LORD has set a king over you! Here is the king
that you have chosen, that you have asked for.
(14) “If you will revere the LORD, worship Him,
and obey Him, and will not flout the LORD’s
command, if both you and the king who reigns
over you will follow the LORD your God, [well
and good]. (15) But if you do not obey the LORD
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and you flout the LORD’s command, the hand of
the LORD will strike you as it did your fathers...

(22) For the sake of His great name, the LORD
will never abandon His people, seeing that the

LORD undertook to make you His people...(25)

For if you persist in your wrongdoing, both you
and your king shall be swept away.”
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Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces:

No longer referring the boons of his reign to their transcendent source, the emperor

.. 1s no longer the mediator between the two worlds. Man’s perspective flattens to

include only the human term of the equation, and the experience of supernal power

immediately fails. The upholding idea of the community is lost. Force is all that

binds it. The emperor becomes the tyrant ogre..
1s now to be saved. (299)

. the usurper from whom the world

7. The king we need

I Samuel 15:24

(24) Saul said to Samuel, “I did wrong to
transgress the LORD’s command and your
instructions; but I was afraid of the troops and 1
yielded to them.

I Samuel 17:32-51

(32) David said to Saul, “Let no man’s courage
fail him. Your servant will go and fight that
Philistine!” (33) But Saul said to David, “You
cannot go to that Philistine and fight him; you
are only a boy, and he has been a warrior from
his youth!” (34) David replied to Saul, “Your
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servant has been tending his father’s sheep, and
if a lion or a bear came and carried off an
animal from the flock...(37) The LORD,”
David went on, “who saved me from lion and
bear will also save me from that Philistine.”
“Then go,” Saul said to David, “and may the
LORD be with you!” (38) Saul clothed David
in his own garment; he placed a bronze helmet
on his head and fastened a breastplate on him.
(39) David girded his sword over his garment.
Then he tried to walk; but he was not used to it.
And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk in
these, for I am not used to them.” So David
took them off. (40) He took his stick, picked a
few smooth stones from the wadi, put them in
the pocket of his shepherd’s bag and, sling in
hand, he went toward the Philistine... (49)
David put his hand into the bag; he took out a
stone and slung it. It struck the Philistine in the
forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and
he fell face down on the ground. (50) Thus
David bested the Philistine with sling and
stone; he struck him down and killed him.
David had no sword; (51) so David ran up and
stood over the Philistine, grasped his sword and
pulled it from its sheath; and with it he
dispatched him and cut off his head. When the
Philistines saw that their warrior was dead, they
ran.

II Samuel 12:13

(13) David said to Nathan, “I stand guilty before
the LORD!” And Nathan replied to David, “The

LORD has remitted your sin; you shall not die.
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II Samuel 11:1-5

(1) At the turn of the year, the season when
kings go out [to battle], David sent Joab with
his officers and all Israel with him, and they
devastated Ammon and besieged Rabbah;
David remained in Jerusalem. (2) Late one
afternoon, David rose from his couch and
strolled on the roof of the royal palace; and
from the roof he saw a woman bathing. The
woman was very beautiful, (3) and the king sent
someone to make inquiries about the woman.
He reported, “She is Bathsheba daughter of
Eliam [and] wife of Uriah the Hittite.” (4)
David sent messengers to fetch her; she came to
him and he lay with her—she had just purified
herself after her period—and she went back
home. (5) The woman conceived, and she sent
word to David, “I am pregnant.”

II Samuel 13:20-22

(20) Her brother Absalom said to her, “Was it
your brother Amnon who did this to you? For
the present, sister, keep quiet about it; he is
your brother. Don’t brood over the matter.”
And Tamar remained in her brother Absalom’s
house, forlorn. (21) When King David heard
about all this, he was greatly upset. (22)
Absalom didn’t utter a word to Amnon, good
or bad; but Absalom hated Amnon because he

had violated his sister Tamar.

II Samuel 18:4-24

(4) And the king said to them, “I will do

8. Falling short
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whatever you think best.” So the king stood
beside the gate as all the troops marched out by

their hundreds and thousands. (5) The king gave

orders to Joab, Abishai, and Ittai: “Deal gently
with my boy Absalom, for my sake.” All the
troops heard the king give the order about
Absalom to all the officers... (10) One of the
men saw it and told Joab, “I have just seen
Absalom hanging from a terebinth.” (11) Joab
said to the man who told him, “You saw it!
Why didn’t you kill him then and there? I
would have owed you ten shekels of silver and
a belt.” (12) But the man answered Joab, “Even
if I had a thousand shekels of silver in my
hands, I would not raise a hand against the
king’s son. For the king charged you and
Abishai and Ittai in our hearing, ‘Watch over
my boy Absalom, for my sake.’... (24) David
was sitting between the two gates. The
watchman on the roof of the gate walked over
to the city wall. He looked up and saw a man
running alone.

Genesis 22:9-13

(9) They arrived at the place of which God had
told him. Abraham built an altar there; he laid
out the wood; he bound his son Isaac; he laid
him on the altar, on top of the wood. (10) And
Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son.
(11) Then an angel of the LORD called to him
from heaven: “Abraham! Abraham!” And he
answered, “Here I am.” (12) And he said, “Do
not raise your hand against the boy, or do
anything to him. For now I know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld your son,
your favored one, from Me.” (13) When
Abraham looked up, his eye fell upon a ram,
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caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a
burnt offering in place of his son.

II Samuel 24:14

(14) David said to Gad, “T am in great
distress. Let us fall into the hands of the
LORD, for His compassion is great; and let
me not fall into the hands of men.”

I Samuel 28:15-20

(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you
disturbed me and brought me up?” And Saul
answered, “I am in great trouble. The
Philistines are attacking me and God has turned
away from me; He no longer answers me,
either by prophets or in dreams. So I have
called you to tell me what I am to do.” (16)
Samuel said, “Why do you ask me, seeing that
the LORD has turned away from you and has
become your adversary? (17) The LORD has
done for Himself as He foretold through me:
The LORD has torn the kingship out of your
hands and has given it to your fellow, to David,
(18) because you did not obey the LORD and
did not execute His wrath upon the Amalekites.
That is why the LORD has done this to you
today. (19) Further, the LORD will deliver the
Israelites who are with you into the hands of
the Philistines. Tomorrow your sons and you
will be with me; and the LORD will also
deliver the Israelite forces into the hands of the
Philistines.” (20) At once Saul flung himself
prone on the ground, terrified by Samuel’s
words. Besides, there was no strength in him,
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for he had not eaten anything all day and all

night.
9. Renewal

II Samuel 24:17 T71: 77 1INy
(17) When David saw the angel who was I in'N'n ‘1|"1' LY ‘rl\‘r QWYJN"I ()
striking down the people, he said to the LORD, WnN'I AR P2 I 1N'7n'1 nx
“I alone am guilty, I alone have done wrong; 'J'\'uﬂ 'D]NI 'nNUn 1IN NN
but these poor sheep, what have they done? Let 1N "m 1YY NN XX NIXI
Your hand fall upon me and my father’s (D) AN N2
house!”

Robert Grudin, Time and the Art of Livin 39:

To those of us who spend entire days, if not lifetimes, concentrating on a series of
brief and insignificant things, the present has barely any meaning at all; we become
tiny timorous things, caught in the inch of space between the “in” box and the
“out” box. While we may share the common illusions about a mobile present and a
free future, we spend most of our lives housecleaning the past — maintaining
commitments, counterbalancing errors, living up to expectations, mopping up our
own postponements. In this sense, as in others, we shuffle backward into the
future, unaware of our enslavement to time or of the simple freedom of new
beginnings.

Rachel Danziger
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