
לאינד רפס
The book of 

Daniel



אקרפ : 
Introducing 
the themes 
of the book



Theme 1: Diaspora



Theme 2: External Cooperation



Theme 3: Internal Resistance



Theme 4: Ultimate Success on all fronts from God



Theme 5: Effect on the Foreign King



Basic structure of the רפס



Structure of the first part



Bavli Sanhedrin 22a:

But what can the phrase, 
“they could not read the 
writing” (Daniel 5:8) 
mean?

Rav said: The passage 
was written in gematria: 

… טמחגופ ךדא תטי תטי

Samuel said: סותממ 
.ןרלאא יפקננ

R. Yohanan said: םנא 
.ופרסינ תקל םנא

R. Ashi said: אמנ אמנ 
.ןיסרופ לתק





Hesiod, Works and Days (700 BCE)

[109] First of all the deathless gods who dwell on Olympus made a golden race of 
mortal men who lived in the time of Cronos when he was reigning in heaven. …

[121] But after earth had covered this generation … then they who dwell on 
Olympus made a second generation which was of silver and less noble by far. …

[140] But when earth had covered this generation also … Zeus the Father made a 
third generation of mortal men, a bronze race, sprung from ash-trees; and it was 
in no way equal to the silver age, but was terrible and strong. … Their armor was 
of bronze, and their houses of bronze, and of bronze were their implements: 
there was no black iron. …

[156] But when earth had covered this generation also, Zeus the son of Cronos 
made yet another, the fourth, upon the fruitful earth, which was nobler and 
more righteous, a god-like race of hero-men who are called demi-gods….

[169c] And again far-seeing Zeus made yet another generation, the fifth, of men 
who are upon the bounteous earth.
[170] Thereafter, would that I were not among the men of the fifth generation, 
but either had died before or been born afterwards. For now truly is a race of 
iron, and men never rest from labor and sorrow by day, and from perishing by 
night; and the gods shall lay sore trouble upon them. But, notwithstanding, even 
these shall have some good mingled with their evils. …



The terrifying vision of Daniel 7







Reinterpreting “70 years” in Daniel 9





בי קרפמ?ןינמ לאינדמ םיתמה תייחת





)גי ,בי( ןורחאה קוספה


