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Theme 1: Diaspora
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In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
laid siege to it.
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The Lord delivered King Jehoiakim of Judah into his power, together with some of the vessels of the House of
God, and he brought them to the land of Shinar to the house of his god; he deposited the vessels in the treasury

of his god.
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Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief officer, to bring some Israelites of royal descent and of the nobility—
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youths without blemish, handsome, proficient in all wisdom, knowledgeable and intelligent, and capable of
serving in the royal palace—and teach them the writings and the language of the Chaldeans.



Theme 2: External Cooperation
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The king allotted daily rations to them from the king’s food and from the wine he drank.
They were to be educated for three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king’s
service.
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Among them were the Judahites Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
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The chief officer gave them new names; he named Daniel Belteshazzar, Hananiah Shadrach,
Mishael Meshach, and Azariah Abed-nego.



Theme 3: Internal Resistance
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Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the king’s food or the wine he drank, so he sought
permission of the chief officer not to defile himself. ...
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Daniel replied to the guard whom the chief officer had put in charge of Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah,
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“Please test your servants for ten days, giving us legumes to eat and water to drink.
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Then compare our appearance with that of the youths who eat of the king’s food, and do
with your servants as you see fit.”



Theme 4: Ultimate Success on all fronts from God
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He agreed to this plan of theirs, and tested them for ten days.
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When the ten days were over, they looked better and healthier than all the youths who were
eating of the king’s food.
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So the guard kept on removing their food, and the wine they were supposed to drink, and
gave them legumes.
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God made all four of these young men intelligent and proficient in all writings and wisdom,
and Daniel had understanding of visions and dreams of all kinds.



Theme 5: Effect on the Foreign King
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The king spoke with them, and of them all none was equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah; so these entered the king’s service.
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Whenever the king put a question to them requiring wisdom and understanding, he found
them to be ten times better than all the magicians and exorcists throughout his realm.



Basic structure of the 990

Chapter1

Introductory story

Daniel, Hannaniah, Mishael, Azariah

Hebrew

Chapter 2

Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the four kingdoms

Daniel

Aramaic

Chapter 3

Fiery furnace

Hannaniah, Mishael Azariah

Aramaic

Chapter 4

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of a tree and his own insanity

Daniel

Aramaic

Chapter 5

Belshazzar's feast and the writing on the wall

Daniel

Aramaic

Chapter 6

Lion’s den

Daniel

Aramaic

Chapter 7

Vision of heaven

Daniel

Aramaic

Chapter 8

Vision of the ram at the river

Daniel

Hebrew

Chapter g

Prayer and interpretation of the 70 years

Daniel

Hebrew

Chapters 10-12

Apocalyptic vision

Daniel

Hebrew




Structure of the first part

Chapter1 Introductory story

Chapter 2 Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the four kingdoms
Chapter 3 H, M, A saved from the fiery furnace by an angel
Chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar's dream of a tree and his own insanity
Chapter 5 Belshazzar’s feast and the writing on the wall
Chapter 6 Daniel saved from the lion’s den by an angel

Chapter 7 Vision of heaven and the four kingdoms




Bavli Sanhedrin 22a:

But what can the phrase,
“they could not read the
writing” (Daniel 5:8)
mean?

Rav said: The passage
was written in gematria:
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Samuel said: ©INNN
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R. Yohanan said: DIR
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R. Ashi said: Rn) &n
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BABYLON
605-539 BC

Babylonian Empire
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539-331 BC

331-168 BC

ROME

168 BC-476 AD

Brought to you by:
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BABYLON
605-539 BC

Babylonian Empire

539-331 BC
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331-168 BC

ROME

168 BC-476 AD

476 AD to Present
10 Toes = 10 Countries in last days
(Revelation Chapter 17}

Hesiod, Works and Days (700 BCE)

[109] First of all the deathless gods who dwell on Olympus made a golden race of
mortal men who lived in the time of Cronos when he was reigning in heaven. ...

[121] But after earth had covered this generation ... then they who dwell on
Olympus made a second generation which was of silver and less noble by far. ...

[140] But when earth had covered this generation also ... Zeus the Father made a
third generation of mortal men, a bronze race, sprung from ash-trees; and it was
in no way equal to the silver age, but was terrible and strong. ... Their armor was
of bronze, and their houses of bronze, and of bronze were their implements:
there was no black iron. ...

[156] But when earth had covered this generation also, Zeus the son of Cronos
made yet another, the fourth, upon the fruitful earth, which was nobler and
more righteous, a god-like race of hero-men who are called demi-gods....

[169c] And again far-seeing Zeus made yet another generation, the fifth, of men
who are upon the bounteous earth.

[170] Thereafter, would that | were not among the men of the fifth generation,
but either had died before or been born afterwards. For now truly is a race of
iron, and men never rest from labor and sorrow by day, and from perishing by
night; and the gods shall lay sore trouble upon them. But, notwithstanding, even
these shall have some good mingled with their evils. ...



The terriftying vision of Daniel 7

IRTID RT 13Y ROTIN 170 13727 1N Y3
Four mighty beasts different from each other emerged from the sea.
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The first was like a lion but had eagles’ wings. As | looked on, its wings were plucked off, and it was lifted off
the ground and set on its feet like a man and given the mind of a man.
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Then | saw a second, different beast, which was like a bear but raised on one side, and with three fangs in
its mouth among its teeth; it was told, ‘Arise, eat much meat!’
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After that, as | looked on, there was another one, like a leopard, and it had on its back four wings like those
of a bird; the beast had four heads, and dominion was given to it.
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* After that, as | looked on in the night vision, there was a fourth beast—fearsome,
dreadful, and very powerful, with great iron teeth—that devoured and crushed, and
stamped the remains with its feet. It was different from all the other beasts which had

gone before it; and it had ten horns.
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* While | was gazing upon these horns, a new little horn sprouted up among them; three
of the older horns were uprooted to make room for it. There were eyes in this horn like
those of a man, and a mouth that spoke arrogantly.
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As | looked on, Thrones were set in place, And the Ancient of Days took His seat. His garment was
like white snow, And the hair of His head was like lamb’s wool. His throne was tongues of flame;
Its wheels were blazing fire.
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A river of fire streamed forth before Him; Thousands upon thousands served Him; Myriads upon
myriads attended Him; The court sat and the books were opened....
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As | looked on, in the night vision, One like a human being Came with the clouds of heaven; He
reached the Ancient of Days And was presented to Him.
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Dominion, glory, and kingship were given to him; All peoples and nations of every language must

serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, And his kingship, one
that shall not be destroyed.



Reinterpreting “70 years” in Daniel 9

Last week, the week of Antiochus:

171: Murder of Onias (2 Maccabees 4:30-38)

167: Decrees and cessation of N129p (“For half a week he will put
a stop to the sacrifice and the meal offering”)

164: Rededication of the Temple after the defilement by Antiochus




Predictions of endtime:
Time, times, and half a time ,{f .
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Echo throughout, see Ramban, n9I18a1 790 & nTRpR ORIn Y %Y
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From the time the regular offering is abolished, and an appalling abomination is set up—it will be a
thousand two hundred and ninety days.
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Happy the one who waits and reaches one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.
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Many of those that sleep in the dust of the earth will awake, some to eternal life, others to
reproaches, to everlasting abhorrence.
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And the knowledgeable will be radiant like the bright expanse of sky, and those who lead the
many to righteousness will be like the stars forever and ever.
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“But you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal the book until the time of the end. Many will
range far and wide and knowledge will increase.”
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Oh, let Your dead revive! Let corpses arise! Awake and shout for joy, You who dwell in the dust!—
For Your dew is like the dew on fresh growth; You make the land of the shades come to life.
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Go, my people, enter your chambers, And lock your doors behind you. Hide but a little moment,
Until the indignation passes.
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And He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord!
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Thus said the Lord GOD to these bones: | will cause breath to enter you and you shall live again.
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But you, go on to the end; you shall rest, and arise to your destiny at the end of the days.”
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