Rosh Chodesh

Sefer Ha-kuzari 3:5

Those three times of daily prayer are the fruit of his day and night, and the Sabbath is the fruit of
the week, because it has been appointed to establish the connexion with the Divine Spirit and to
serve God in joy, not in sadness, as has been explained before. All this stands in the same
relation to the soul as food to the human body. Prayer is for his soul what nourishment is for his
body. The blessing of one prayer lasts till the time of the next, just as the strength derived from
the morning meal lasts till supper. The further his soul is removed from the time of prayer, the
more it is darkened by coming in contact with worldly matters. The more so, as necessity brings
it into the company of youths, women, or wicked people; when one hears unbecoming and soul-
darkening words and songs which exercise an attraction for his soul which he is unable to
master. During prayer he purges his soul from all that passed over it, and prepares it for the
future. According to this arrangement there elapses not a single week in which both his soul and
body do not receive preparation. Darkening elements having increased during the week, they
cannot be cleansed except by consecrating one day to service and to physical rest. The body
repairs on the Sabbath the waste suffered during the six days, and prepares itself for the work
to come, whilst the soul remembers its own loss through the body's companionship. He cures
himself, so to speak, from a past illness, and provides himself with a remedy to ward off any
future sickness. This is almost the same as Job did with his children every week, as it is written:
'It may be that my sons have sinned' (Job 1:5). He, then, provides himself with a monthly cure,
which is 'the season of atonement for all that happened during this period,' viz. the duration of
the month, and the daily events, as it is written: 'Thou knowest not what a day may bring forth'
(Proverbs 27:1) He further attends the Three Festivals and the great Fast Day, on which some
of his sins are atoned for, and on which he endeavours to make up for what he may have
missed on the days of those weekly and monthly circles.

Background
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Shemot 12 1-2

And God said to Moshe and to Aharon, in the land of Egypt, saying: This month is for you the
head of the months. The first it is for you for the months of the year:
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Bemidbar 10:10




And on the day of your joy and on your appointed days and on your heads of the month
[roshei hodsheichem] you will blast on the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over your
peace offerings, and they will be for you for a memory before your God, | am the Lord your
God:
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Bemidbar 28:11-14

And on your new months you will sacrifice a burnt offering...This is the burnt offering of each
new month for the months of the year.
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Bemidbar 28:15
And a single male goat for a sin offering for God, in addition to the daily burnt offering, shall be
done and its libation.
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Chullin 60b

Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi cast [two verses against each other]. It is written “And God made the
two great lights” and it is written “The great light and the small light”! The moon said before the
Holy One Blessed Be He: Master of the World, can two kings share a single crown? He said to
her: Go diminish yourself! She said before him: Master of the world, Because | said before you a
proper thing, shall | diminish myself? He said to her: Go and rule in the day and in the night. She
said to him: What is the gain in it? For a candle in the bright daylight, what benefit does it give?
He said to her: Go, that Israel will count days and years through you. She said to him: Days
too? It is impossible that they not count through him [the sun] the seasons, as it is written “and
they will be for signs and for festivals and days and years”. [He said to her:] Go, let the righteous
be called by your name: Yaakov the small, Shemuel the small, David...the small. He saw that



her mind was unsettled. Said the Holy One Blessed Be He: Bring an atonement for Me, that |
diminished the moon. And that is what Rav Shimon ben Lakish said: How is the goat of Rosh
Chodesh different, that “for God” is said regarding it? The Holy One Blessed Be He said: This
goat will be an atonement for my diminishing the moon.
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Yeshayahu 30:26
And the light of the moon will be like the light of the sun...
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Rav Chayim Vital, Etz Chayim, Sha'ar Mi'ut Ha-Yarei'ach
The purpose of her [the feminine’s] development is that...two kings [masculine and feminine]

will share one crown, which is what the moon [first] argued about, as is known...
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Melachim 11:4:23

And he said, 'Why are you going to him today? It's not [Rosh] Chodesh and not Shabbat.'...
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T. Pesahim 77a

For Rosh Chodesh is called a mo'ed.

Performing Work on Rosh Chodesh
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Yehezkel 46:1,3




Thus said the Lord God: the gate of the inner courtyard facing East will be shut the six days
of work, but on the Shabbat day it will be opened and on the day of the month it will be
opened: And the people of the land will bow down at the opening of this gate on Sabbaths
and on [new] months before God:

A0 Y 12
199 NINAWAY T3 232 i) Inaw3 N3 o7 IWTNR WIN T M

Yeshayahu 66:23

And it will be every month in its [new] month and every Shabbat in its Sabbath all flesh will
come to bow down before Me.

Labor
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Shemuel | 20:18-19

And Yehonatan said to him, 'Tomorrow is [Rosh] Chodesh and you[r absence] will be
noticed, because your seat will be noted: And on the third day you will go down a lot and you
will come to the place where you hid on the day of work and you will sit by the stone of Ezel:

2 P9 RN P 14

0°27 177 WIT WRA J27R 2157 2 IWORY A7 DOWIT AT RITW 11D WM WRI2 7IRDA MWY? XOW 03D W 8010
S7NYY DRPINY NRI212 7RI 191 70190 MNNWaR 2R anoXYHA 0110

Radak Shemuel | 20

For it seems that it was their custom not to do labor on Rosh Chodesh as is the custom of
women today. And it may be that on account of the Rosh Chodesh sacrifice, many were free
from their labor and coming to bow before God, and so it seems in the prophecy of Yehezkel
for the future:
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Turei Even Megillah 22b

And to me it seems that Rosh Chodesh is prohibited in doing work as a matter of law even
for males in the time that the temple is extant, because of the additional sacrifices that were
sacrificed on it, that they are for all of Israel.
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Talmud Chagigah 18a




Rosh Chodesh will prove it, for it has an additional offering, but is permitted in performing
labor
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Megillah 22b

Come and learn: This is the rule, [on] every [day] that has in it [an element] of taking people
away from labor [if the Torah reading is extended], such as a public fast day and the ninth of
Av, we read three [aliyot]. And if it doesn't entail taking people away from labor, such as
Rosh Chodesh and Hol haMoed, we read four.

Yom Tov for Women
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Shemot 32:2-3

And Aharon said to them: Remove the rings of gold that are in the ears of your wives, your
sons, and your daughters and bring [them] to me: And all the people removed the gold rings
that were in their ears and brought [them] to Aharon:
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Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer Horev 44

The women heard and did not take it upon themselves to give their rings to their husbands.
Rather, they said to them, "You want to do a depolrable [thing] and an abomination, that does
not have strength to save!' They did not hear them and the Blessed One gave reward to
women in this world and in the world to come. What reward did he give them for this world?
That they would keep Rosh Chodesh, as it is said (tehillim 103:5) 'Who satisfies with good
your adornment, your youth will be renewed like a vulture.'
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Tur Orah Hayyim Hilchot Rosh Chodesh 417

And | heard from my brother the Ri a reason for the matter, since the festive days were
enacted corresponding to the fathers... And twelve Rosh Chodesh [days] of the year that



also they are called festive days corresponding to the twelve tribes. And when they sinned
with the calf, they [Rosh Chodesh days] were taken away from them and were given to their
wives as commemoration that they [the women] were not in the same sin:
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Or Zarua | Laws of Niddah 66

And he said in Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer regarding this, that he concluded that the Holy One
Blessed Be He gave to women a reward to keep Rosh Chodesh on account of their not
sinning in the matter of the calf. And for the future to come the Holy One Blessed Be He
renews them like Rosh Chodesh as is written, "for like the new skies and the new land [that |
make stand before me]"(Yeshayahu 66:22) ..."your [youth] will be renewed like a vulture"
(Tehillim 103:5). Know you that every single month a woman sanctifies herself and immerses
and returns to her husband and she is dear to him like the day of the chuppah. Just like the
moon renews herself every Rosh Chodesh and everyone desires to see her, so too the
woman when she is renewed every month, her husband desires her and she is dear to him
as a new woman.
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Sefer Avudraham Order of Rosh Chodesh

And in the midrash it says that because women were quick to donate to the mishkan, as it is
written "and the man came in addition to the women". And it [the mishkan] was established
on the first of Nissan. But [women] did not want to bring their rings to the calf, so God gave
them their reward that they should keep Rosh Chodesh.

Women and Work on Rosh Chodesh
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Rashi Megillah 22b

...For women do not perform labor on them [Rosh Chodesh]... and | heard from my teacher
the elder of blessed memory that this mitzvah was given to them because they did not
remove their rings for the calf...

Labelling
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Tosafot Megillah 22b s.v. veshe-ein

...For certainly it is permissible for men performing labr but women are prohibited from labor
because they did not remove their rings in the deed of the calf.
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Tosafot Hagigah 18a s.v. Rosh Chodesh will prove it

...Women who practice not to perform labor on Rosh Chodesh...
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Tosafot Rosh HaShanah 23a

They were not accusotmed to perform labor on Rosh Chodesh...and they customarily say
that God added a yom tov for women on Rosh Chodesh in reward for not being appeased in
the deed of the calf.

In Practice
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Talmud Yerushalmi Pesahim 4

Women that practice a custom not to perform labor...on Rosh Chodesh it is a [valid] custom
Scope
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Bet Yosef Orah Hayyim 417

And it could be that from the outset they accepted it thus, to make it different from a fully
regular day, and not to prohibit labors that they do not do for a fee
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Shulhan Aruch Orah Chayyim Hilchot Rosh Chodesh 417 a

Gloss: And if the custom is to perform a few labors and not to perform a few of them, they
follow the custom
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Bach Orach Chayyim 417

And according to this it seems that certainly there is no prohibition for women if they perform
labor...for it is only because God gave them reward that they will be keeping Rosh Chodesh,
[meaning] that her husband cannot force her to perform labor
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Beiur Halachah 417 1 s.v. And the women who practice

That every woman needs to take upon herself this custom, it is that she is not permitted in
any event to make this day like a full work day to be occupied with all labors, for for this
matter women stand commanded from ancient days. But that she not occupy herself with any
labor, that matter depends on her custom. And if from the time she grew up she had the
custom to perform some labors, one should not prohibit her, for on this she is not
commanded at all. For in this [desisting from labor] there was never a unified custom for all of
Israel and even in ancient days there were those who practiced doing a few labors and there
were those who sanctified themselves and didn't do any labor on them...
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Aruch haShulchan Orach Chayyim 417 10

Women who are occupied with a trade perform labor. And one must say that women did not
take upon themselves to lose their livelihood.

Types of Labor
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Yalkut Yosef Shabbat 5 Notes 417

And | asked our master and he responded to me that one may permit this in a place of need,
since we have found that many women are accustomed not to be particular about all
this...Therefore with an automatic laundry machine that doesn't entail much excessive
burden, one can permit even to those women who customarily do not perform labor on Rosh
Chodesh.



Other Observances
Ya'aleh Ve-yavo
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Talmud Berachot 49b

Rav idid son of Avin said Rav Amram said Rav Nahman said Shemuel said: If someone
made a mistake and did not mention Rosh Chodesh in shemone esrai, we make him go
back. In birkat hamazon, we do not make him go back. Rav Avin said to Rav Amram: What's
the difference between prayer and birkat hamazon? He said to him: For me too it was difficult
and | asked it of Rav nahman and he said to me...Prayer, which is obligatory, we make one
go back. Birkat hamazon, when if he wants he eats and if he wants he does not eat, we don't
make one go back...
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Responsa Yabi'a Omer 6: Orach Chayyim 18

The rule that emerges is that a woman who made a mistake in her prayer and did not say
ya'ale veyavo in shacharit or mincha...and she remembered at the end of her tefillah, she
needs to go back and pray like the enactments of our sages, for the law of a woman in prayer
is like the law of a man in every respect. And in any case it is better that she make a
conditional statement before she goes back: If | am obligated to go back, behold | am going
back and praying [again] as an obligation, and if not [and my prayer already counted] it will
be as a voluntary prayer.

Mourning Practices and Fasting
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Megilat Ta'anit
From Rosh Chodesh Nissan till the eighth day...that one may not eulogize
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Ta'anit 17b



Rosh Chodesh is on a Torah level!
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Misnah Mo'ed Katan 3:9

On Rosh Chodesh and Hanukah and Purim women dirge in unison and clap, but do not dirge
responsively. When the dead has been buried they do not dirge in unison or clap.
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Mishnah Ta'anit 1:10

We do not make a decree on the public to begin a public fast on Rosh Chodesh.
Festive Meal
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Rokeach Rosh Chodesh 228

That which he said, "Rosh Chodesh, if he wants he eats and if he wants he does not eat," its
explanation is that if he wants he eats [bread] such that he will become obligated in zimmun
[birkat hamazon], but fruits and meats he must eat.
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Kolbo 43

...And all of Israel is accustomed to make a meal bigger than on other days because of the
honor of the day, which is an atonement for Israel...And in Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer we found a
great custom in Israel that we make a festive meal on Rosh Chodesh and on holidays in
order that we remember the mussaf prayer and that Rosh Chodesh is prohibited in
performing labor for women, whereas on Yom Tov [the labor prohibition] is also for men.

Blessing Rosh Chodesh
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Talmud Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 5:3

Rav Yose said: Like me that in all of my days | did not pray musaf without knowing when is
the [new] moon

10



YP 190 WTIN WK PV 0PI 212w 190 43

ST AW YWY AW MM WIT WRI 197972 INOW WY 195N 2P NO27Y NYONA WIN WX NI 9702 1w n
WRI °105W DAY INIK PPIIAW 77 191 TNIRHA 220070 NPT 1R 2WIT 101 T K12 79V 99000 7107 QTR RW
il

Shibolei Haleket 170

That which they practice on the eve of Rosh Chodesh in Ma'ariv before the silent 'amida, that
the hazzan announces Rosh Chodesh and the congregation responds 'for joy and
happiness', is so that men will remember to say ya'aleh veyavo and further so that women
can be quick to cease performing their labor. And so too [is the case of] announcing it on the
Shabbat before Rosh Chodesh....

About Hallel
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Pesachim 117a

The Sages said: The prophets among them established that Israel should recite Hallel at
every chapter of time and upon every trouble, may it not come upon them. And when they
are redeemed, they recite it on their redemption.
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Talmud Bavli Massechet Erchin 10a

Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yehotzadak: An individual recites
the compete Hallel on 18 days [throughout the year] - the 8 days of Chag (Succot), 8 days of
Chanuka, the first day of Pesach, and the festival of Atzeret (Shavuot). And in exile (outside
of the Land of Israel) 21 days - the 9 days of Chag, 8 days of Chanuka, the first two days of
Pesach, and the two days of Atzeret.

Abbreviated Hallel
LDy 46
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Arachin 10a

...50 then (we should say it on) Rosh Chodesh, which is called a moed?! It was not
sanctified with a (prohibition against) doing work, as it is written (Yeshayahu 30, 29) “This
song will be for you like a night that was sanctified as a festival.” When the time is sanctified
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as a festival [and work is prohibited] it requires shira; and when it is not sanctified as a
festival it does not require shira.
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Ta'anit 28b

Rav arrived in Bavel and saw that they read Hallel on the New Moon (Rosh Chodesh). He
thought he should stop them, but since he saw that they skipped sections he said, “You can
see from this that they are acting in accordance with the custom of their fathers.”
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Tosafot Arachin 10a s.v. 18

"Since he heard that they skipped, he said 'their forefather's custom is in their hands."™ It
sounds as though Rav thought that people did not recite Hallel at all, and if so, it is certain
that that which we say is merely a custom and not obligatory like in the eighteen days. In any
case, Rabbeinu Tam says that one must recite a beracha over it for thus it sounds, for he
[Rav] thought to stop them because they recited a beracha over it. For were it not so, the
moment Rav saw that they did not recite a beracha before it [Halle on Rosch Chodesh], he
would have instantly been able to understand that it was not [treated as obligation] but as
custom...
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Rambam Berachot 11:16

Every matter which is a custom, even if it is a custom of the Prophets, like taking the willow
on Hoshana Rabba, and it goes without saying a custom of the sages, such as reciting Hallel
on Rosh Chodesh and Chol Ha-mo'ed of Pesach, one does not recite a beracha over it.
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Rif Shabbat 11b

It is taught: An individual should not begin [Hallel] and if he began it, he finishes it. Therefore,
if an individual wishes to recite Hallel on Rosh Chodesh, he recites it without a beracha, and
abbreviates it.

12



2:35N [n'0 WTIN WX NIdZ0 DN NIIX Y [n71v 51

QXY DNNAIX W'Y AN 'R TN L. 12V 0020 Yiavnw XMY TN 07 T 770 onipl
DNIX Y'LINAN .DTMIAR0I1R 722 1ann 21 0" NN DY T NTEL102 K71 N7NN K7 117V 0an 'R 1axn
727 *T2 11a¥a NP7 OTR AT R"ALLI7R DT ann 21 .(MM wURAn Dwa 1) 119y an TNt 0aT

XN oy 1My

Shulchan Aruch OC 422:2

They recite Hallel be-dilug, whether the community or an individual. There are those who say
that the congregation recites a beracha over it...but the individual does not recite a beracha
over it. There are those who say that even the congregation should not recite a beracha over
it, neither at the beginning nor at the end, and this is Rambam's view and thus we practice in
all of the Land of Israel and its surroundings. Rema: There are those who say that also an
individual recites a beracha over it. So they practice in these lands. In any case, a person
should take care to recite it communally in order to recite a beracha over it with the
congregation.
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Bei'ur Halacha 422:2

It makes sense that for Hallel on Rosh Chodesh when it is our custom to recite a blessing, a
woman may also recite a blessing like men, similar to what Tosfot write in Erchin 10. And in
the siddur of Yavetz he wrote that women should not recite a blessing over Hallel on Rosh
Chodesh, but they did not act in accordance with his opinion.
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