The Story of R. Shimon bar Yohai

Part lll: A Path through the Graveyard

They went out: wherever R. Elazar wounded, R. Simon
healed. He said to him: “My son! You and | are sufficient
for the world.”

On the Sabbath eve before sunset they saw an old man
holding two bundles of myrtle, running at twilight. They
asked him: “What are these for?” He replied: “They are
in honor of the Sabbath.” —
— “One corresponds to ‘remember’ (‘zakhor’) and one to

“But shouldn’t one suffice?”

‘observe’ (‘shamor’). [Rashbi] said to his son, “See how
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precious the mitzvot are to Israel!” Their minds were

put at ease.

R. Pinhas b. Yair, [Rashbi’s] son-in-law, heard and went
out to meet him. He took him into the baths and
massaged his skin. Seeing the clefts in his body he wept,
and the tears streamed from his eyes. “Woe to me that |
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see you in such a state!” he said out. “You are fortunate
to see me thus,” he replied, “for if you did not see me in
such a state you would not find me so [learned].” For
originally, when Rashbi raised a difficulty, R. Pinhas b.
Yair would give him twelve answers, whereas
subsequently, when R. Pinhas b. Yair raised a difficulty,

Rashbi would give him twenty-four answers.

He said [to himself]: ‘Since a miracle has occurred, let
me go and repair something,” for it is written, “and
Jacob came whole...” (Gen. 33:18): Rav explained:
physically whole, financially whole, and whole in his
Torah. “...and he camped facing (‘va-yihan et pene/’
which can also be interpreted as ‘he graced the face of’)
the city.” Rav said: He established a currency for them.
Samuel said: He established markets for them. R.
Johanan said: He established baths for them.

“Is there anything that requires repair?” he asked.
“There is a place with uncertainty about defilement,” he
was informed, “and priests, who must circumvent it,
suffer.” [Rashbi] said: “Does anyone know that this
place had a presumption of purity?” An old man replied,
“Ben Zakkai cut down lupines of priestly gifts here.”
[Rashbi] did the same. Wherever [the ground] was hard,
he deemed it pure, and wherever it was soft, he marked
it [as potentially defiled].
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his eye upon him, and he died. Then he went out into
the market and saw Judah b. Gerim. [Rashbi] said, “This
man is still in the world!?” He cast his eyes upon him,
and he became a heap of bones.
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states “Remember” and “Observe”: Anyone enjoined to

observe is also required to remember, and women, since
they are obligated to observe, they also are obligated to

remember.

Mark Twain, “Concerning the Jews” (1899)

The Jew saw them all, beat them all, and is now what he always was,
exhibiting no decadence, no infirmities of age, no weakening of his parts, no
slowing of his energies, no dulling of his alert and aggressive mind. All things
are mortal but the Jew; all other forces pass, but he remains. What is the
secret of his immortality?



