Matzah: Thin and Hard vs. Thick and Soft
Ari Zivotofsky

(biblical mitzvah to eat matzah on the first night of Pesach — what is it?)
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(an entire isaron [ = 43.2 eggs = 1200 grams] for 3 matzot)
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(not "too" thick)
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(erev Pesach Matzah)
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Me'am Lo'ez to Shmot 16:29; Rabbi Yaakov Culi; early 18t century, Istanbul -
translated from Ladino to English by Rabb Aryeh Kaplan

"Since it is very easy for people to forget to make the eruv each Friday, it is
customary for many people to make the eruv on the Friday before Passover for
the entire year, using a matzah for this purpose. Since the matzah does not
spoil, the eruv is valid for all year long. However, if the matzah becomes moldy
and inedible, or if it is eaten by mice, then a new eruv must be made."
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two types of matzah
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Frank Leslie's lllustrated Newspaper, New York, April 10, 1858

[described two types of matza] "some of them are about an eighth of an inch
thick and are rather slack-baked, being of a very light color...Another variety is
about twice or three times as thick, and is baked much browner."

(baking conditions)
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(Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin, 1957, NY)
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(Yemenite soft matzah)

(Rav Yaakov Sapir — visited Yemen in 1854)

7N .12'MIAX ANIND DI' 722 NOXIN NN NXN NNXR 70X (1'90 217 DX X'N' QD)
MT7 12D .N09N DTIP DI' 'YW NNY'I NIYA' DI'R DX .NNWIN 7V AXTN

DI' OI' .NIXAN NINWI TN NN NN DITAT 'wW1 D IR DY7wN™M 0'ndn
NIDY NIXN NY2Y 7 MaL...nnn N9 X7X 210 DI 21V 'K N2 NN XN 75X
VLAl

(Yom Tov Tzemach, visited Yemen in 1910)
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[for Ashkenazim today]
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books snd trncts, they-visit tha in igent of their Inethren who

Grentilen, keeping

dogs, i all aveinl snd religious 1n€erbourse,
different cmmtr{hd They could not keep

o thay were wal

from the 3
4s if they were in a

themaslves: more apart|

may be withsut the means to purchaye, and inguire if ﬂx:{ “Brg
ided with a tull supply of the mnleavened bread, and 0131:1

mrge sumA sre Tt

" them w

dough, and pe defile the whole, Should ek s acvident happen,
the whole bateh iz imxnediately laid aside snd used for other
purposes, while the committes weigh out the flour for another
experiment. The bresd is not pured m privats houses, excopt
1in exeeptionel eases, but is baked 11 iarge guantities by reguley
bakers, s0we of Whom prepare thoussnds of pounds svery Year,
nob necesgary thet the baker showld be a Jew-—the bred
way bs touched and manipulated by Gentile hends withouwt bemg
defiled, but the whole process must be closely watched by Hebrew
ayes, that there may be no juggling and ng intradustion of ime
proper materisly, B .

‘The flour ix furnished the baker by ‘the committes, whe, of
oousas, take puing to satisfy. themselves 23 4o its purity; it is by

L wel ¢ into the machine, for the whole kuesdin

praceasupoﬂ‘vxmefuhy steam, “When it s thoroughly mxxag
und warked up to & propes - conaistence, it is transferred to the

iny e needed it is st onee furnished fram some of the ok

ont from the Christisn wold by an finpagsa~

hle ebain of moustaing or desp waters, “ingiead: of the intsigible

and seomingly unsubstantial bertier of
Fhe Jews never mtermerry with the
gallant may not set his affcotions oun
nar win a Jewish maiden be achieved by a Choistian lover,
he will renowans his faith, under,
1t hiveselt to alk the rites sttendont upon
Yy thds

the J'cw};;h ehareh, Itis
ple whom they ave sur
%ﬁndad that f:lm% PEESLTVE
themselvesa distinet
all other xsves® and-
tend and coalesce with the na.
tiyes of the country, sud in 2
gomeration  or {wo hecome
v and completely Ame-
nieameed,  Thers dre some éx-
eeptions 10 these remarks, but
the gemeral sssertion i correct,
& short chapter on soms of the
ugages wod nbuorvanosd of ths
stzange people w of peouliex in-
terest at the present time, be-
cause 1t s the mozt holy and
most amversally observed relie
gious fetival, tie Prwver, or
the Beven Days Feast of Un.
lpavemed .
Thix fezst of the Passover, ay
all our resders conversant with
Jewish, Iory are wwwe, is a
yearly festival wmstituted to com-
memorate the Providentisl pre.
servation of the Hebrows, when
ail the firsthorn of Bgypt were
anitten by the westh of God;
on:that terzible gceanton the sngel
of the Lord passed over the
houses of the Terselites; the docts
were muriced by being sprivkled
with the b of the Psschal
Lomab, This memorsblo event
i veligiously remembered every
year, and the s cale-
brated with the' most solemn

cerempnies,
‘This feast ocours in the month
known ® the Jewsyas Alub, or
Misem, which corresponds to part
of v March snd-the early pars
April, I 5 the first mondh of
the Jewwh. yuar. The eating of
the unleavened Mwesd for the
Beven daye of vhe Fassovex fa
obh‘gsuxg on dll ¢l the Fewish
fath, and it is ohwerved with the

£0 & Ririct

ody, while'
igiong

weze religions prefadice.
Christinn werld 5 sl.) Hebrew
& woman of the Gestiles,
unléss
vitioation, and sube
coming & member of
refusal to amilgrmats with the

depots, Thus.none need Lo without the means of properly cele-
| brating this the most shered of all their festivals, .

"The preparation of this read is & mutter of the greateat im-
portance ;. every step 6f tho provess is watched by a committee,
consisting of one or more of the Jewish chareh, leat some extra-
neous substenee should by design or aceident becoma in
rated with the lawful ingredients.. The bread io somposed of
fine flour and water, nothing else ; Lo yeast, no particle of aalt
.gr wny fisvoritig matter, and the greatest possible care is exercised

lext dust or somre other foreign thing should fall into the masg of

WEIGHING AN MNBADIRG OF THE FIOUD IN PRESANCL u¥ THL RaBBI,

cutting mackine, where it is out,

T'he unl d bread is uot mede in_loaves, but in large dat
cakes a5 Jarge a5 an. ordinary teaplute, which resemble 1 2upeare
snos and taste the * hard bread”™ or ¢ gea hiscait,” Theas cokex
ave not all alike; some of thein are sbout an eighth of an inch
ihick and ‘are yather slavk-baked, being of 2 very light solor.

‘This bread:is for everyday use, snd 15 of the commanest king

Another varisty is about twics or three fimes ss
thick, und s baked much browner, though these ars the caly
différences, the tanterisl bem recisely the seme. These latter
cakes are marked with little &i.s o8 sbout an inch or two long,
some being distingwshed with ong, some with two and others

with of thess muarks,
These sre to be eeten on the fist
sccond and thrd days of the
Pagaover respectively.

Although  the unleavened
bresd 1s'made in the seme ma-
cthines in which other bresd is
made, every part of the machine
that touches the bread is taken
aut and othera substituted that
have vever heen used for any-
shing else. Thus separate rollars,
feeding-wab, cutters, and some
other parte of the mechanem grg
wwned by the Jese, who put thern
mio the machwe duly onee s
year when the feast of the Pyss
over ipproaches. All dns pre-.
puration 1 under the wupervi-
sion of 2 Rabbi of sove ove of
the synsgoguen. The hread
exposed for sele, and any per-
wn, whether Jow or Gentile,
may et all he i disposed 1o
pay aight cents = pound for,
Hundrads - of pounds are dis
posed of in this way, and some
of the Gentile bakers make o
good, profit off of the Taselitiah
trives, thus for omce rEvesng
‘the usual crder of things,

Just baforc the days of €he
Pagsover are at hand evers
wensil in which food % prepared
or from whieh it is eaten, 1o th
house.of every Jew w the covn-
try, 18 1n1d asde, and others ar-
put in thew place, This law s
deapotie, und 1 vopscientious]
obeyed. If o Hebrew shoutd be
50 poverty-atricken zs to have
but amngle pannikin from which
0 eat bis seanty wweals, he wul
Aud means tc dhangsnfor 8 new
one. This zule applies 10 all
the atensils of the kitchen aund
the dining-room  that  ever
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