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TORAH in MOTION

Prof. James A. Diamond- “Love Is as Strong as Death”:
The Catastrophe and the Romance of Biblical Love

(1) Ahay (root for love) appears 248 times; 47 of them expressing human love; 40% occur in Song of Songs
-Relationships= all facets including parental, fraternal, sexual, conjugal
Commandments= love of God, of fellow citizens, and of the ger, the alien resident

(2) Creation Story #1- Gen. 1

(DNONX DN 7121 (N2 (DN X712 N2APN 12T INNK X121 DAY DO¥2 1YY DTN NN DNYX X1AN (1D

Sy NYNIn NN 5221 DMPn 71y21 0N AT TN NP2 YIRD NN INDN 1211118 DNOX DN MK
YANNT:

27 And God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He
them. 28 And God blessed them; and God said unto them: 'Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing
that creepeth upon the earth.'

(3) Creation Story #2- Gen. 2

YN 2TV 10 pAY) (T2):NNT nnpb YNNI NYN XIp? TINTD "MW2AN 1w MYVN DXY DYAN NINT OTND 1IN
TN IP2AY 1" 1INYNA PATI 1NN NN 1IN NN:

.23 And the man said: '"This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.' 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife, and they shall be one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

(4) Only 2 instances of cleaving (davaq) pairing with the root for love (ahav) in context of human beings
a) Rape(2):1IYM NOIN 20WM NN NPM YIRN X' NN NN 12 DY NAIXK XM Q) T P1a nwNIa

WIN 25 HY 12T WIN NN ANNM 2Py N2 NPT IWA) PATM:

Shechem’s soul cleaved to Dinah, Jacob's daughter, and he was in love with the maiden

b) Intermarriage)N1"JNY NP2XIN NYI1S N2 NN N127 N110) DY) 2NN NOY 15nm (X) X' P1a X 025N
NIN 1D 12X D22 I8 XY DM DN IXAN XY HNIR? 2 OX P1p? 1K AWK DN N (Q):DNN NTY 1NN
DANNKY NNYYW PAT ONA DNNOK NN 0211Y:

Solomon married many foreign women and “cleaved to them to love them.”

(5).All other combinations of love and cleaving arise in the context of the mandated ideal relational
paradigm between human beings and God-

Deut. 11:22- ;p? NN NANND NNYYY DONK NMINN DX IWN NINTD MyNn ) NX NMvn Y oX D
1 NPAT 1IIT Y22 NIAYY DN
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-Joshua 22:5-12 NPATO YMXN MY 112717 5221 N2 DI'NOX ;P NXK NANKRD

(6) a) Akedah=First time ahav (love) mentioned in Tanakh = Abraham/Isaac= parental love 12 P19 N"WNX12
NYYM NINN YIN DX 79 79 pNX NIK NANK WK 77N NN 122 DX X NP INKM ()

'"Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt-offering

b) Other possible love relationships in Abraham's life eliminated:

1) Father- divine directive to leave his father's house (Gen. 12:1).

2) Wife (Sarah)- 79521 'wa) NN M 7N2y2 Y 20" 1wnb NN DNN X INNK (1Y) 2 P19 NWNIA:

3) Wife and son- Ishmael & Hagar- Expels them to the desert- 172121 DN12N DIWN (T') X2 P19 N'WNI2
NNOWM 157N NN NNIOY DY DY 1N S8 1N D Dnm Dnd Npn
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NNOWM 157N NN NNIOY DY DY 1N S8 1N D Dnm Dnd Npn

c) End of Akedah- Gen. 22
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11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said: 'Abraham, Abraham.' And he said: 'Here
am [.' 12 And he said: 'Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him; for now I know that
thou art a God-fearing man, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from Me.' ...' 19 So Abraham
returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba

(7) Love in King David Narrative

Loves for David:

i)Saul 1Sam16:21-0'92 XKW1 1Y "M TRN INANRMT 11D TAYM )INY OX TIT XN
And he loved him very much and made him one of his arms bearers
ii)Population-1Sam18:16- DMa5 X211 XX X112 T DX 2NN NTINM ORI KD
And all of Israel and Judah loved David for he marched at their head

iii)Michal (Saul’s daughter)1Sam18:20;28 1T NX DIXY N2 52 1NKXM

And Michal daughter of Saul loved him

iv)Royal court-1Sam18:22-712NKX T2y YN

And all his courtiers love you [David]

v)Jonathan (Saul’s son and crown prince)lSamlS:l—WJﬂJD 1NN INANNKT MT YA NMvpl 1NN wan
And Jonathan's soul became bound with David's and Jonathan loved David as himself
20 ANX 1WA NANN D 1NN 1NANKA TIT DX Vavny 1NN 9DIM

vi)God- 2Sam12- 12NN P1p?

a)1Sam17:38-1"W INK WA IWNRI DY NWNI V1P 1NN 1T MT NN INY wadn

And Saul clad David with his apparel, and he put a helmet of brass upon his head, and he clad him with a coat of
mail.

b)1Sam18:4- 17N TV NYP TV1 121N TV 17T TITY 1NN 1OV WK 2wnin NIXK 1NN bwann

And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his apparel, even to his
sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.

¢)31:6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer, and all his men, that same day together.
d)2Sam6:23- NN D1 TV 15 NY NN KD )IRY N2 53MN- And Michal the daughter of Saul bore no children
until the day she died.

(8) M NwIa (X19M) N2 01w 1Y — Midrash- Shir HaShirim Rabbah
1212 1NN INanNR (N 'N bN]fJW) IMNMNXIY NI 1NN ANKY NANN ,NANX ND Nty 2,

For love is as strong as death- this is the love of Jonathan for David as it says and Jonathan loved David as
himself

(9) Song of Songs 7:6-14

YT AW NNIP DINYI NWR NIDK MBI My ™3 oy Dmn3 7a>-5y omna mw
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6 Set me as a seal upon thy heart, as a seal upon thine arm; for love is strong as death, jealousy is cruel as the
grave; the flashes thereof are flashes of fire, a very flame of the LORD. 7 Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it; if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, he would utterly be
contemned...14 Run away, my beloved, and be thou like to a gazelle or to a young hart upon the mountains of
spices.



10) a)“Last night I dreamt about you. What happened in detail I can hardly remember, all I know is that we kept

merging into one another, I was you, you were me. Finally you somehow caught fire.” Franz Kafka, Letters to
Milena

10) b)

Had to go crazy to love you

Had to let everything fall

Had to be people I hated

Had to be no one at all

Leonard Cohen, Crazy to love You

Your faith was strong but you needed proof
You saw her bathing on the roof

Her beauty and the moonlight overthrew ya
She tied you to a kitchen chair

She broke your throne, and she cut your hair
And from your lips she drew the hallelujah
Leonard Cohen, Halelujah



