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3. The Use of Electricity on Shabbat and Yom Tov, Rabbi Michael Broyde &
Rabbi Howard Jachter, Journal of Halacha & Contemporary Society, No.
XXI - Spring 91 - Pesach 5751

Three answers are given (to understand gramma) The first answer posits that the
critical distinction is the time delay. The barrel case is permitted because the fire will not
destroy the barrels until a considerable amount of time has elapsed, whereas the wind
separates the wheat and chaff immediately. According to this definition, because there
is a clear time delay between the action and the effect, this would be indirect causation.
Since actions done via indirect causation are permitted on Shabbat in case of need or in
order to facilitate performance of a mitzvah, a timer set to go on at midday could be
adjusted at 9 a.m. so that the appliance will go on at 10 a.m., if this were a case of need
or mitzvah. On Yom Tov, indirect causation is permitted even absent special need, and
thus such adjustments are always permitted according to this reasoning. This is the
view of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef and others.



The second position that of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik and others, states that the
critical factor is whether the additional force needed to finish the action is present at the
time of human activity. Winnowing in the wind is prohibited only when the wind is
blowing at the time the wheat is thrown into the wind; the barrel case is permitted since
one is placing the barrels away from the fire. Placing the barrels actually in the fire
would be prohibited.'® Since, when adjusting a timer the additional force needed to
finish the action, namely the rotation of the dial, is present at the time of human activity,
all adjustments that hasten an action are prohibited. Thus, Rabbi Soloveitchik rules that
under no circumstances may one adjust the timer so that an appliance will begin to
operate earlier than expected.

A third view asserts that the critical factor is whether the indirect process used is the
normal process. If the indirect process is the normal one, it is prohibited on Shabbat.
Otherwise it is permitted. The barrel case is permitted only because it is not the normal
manner to extinguish fire through a time delay. Winnowing, however, is frequently done
through wind power.'® According to this approach, adjusting a timer is prohibited since
it was designed to be used in this manner; however, placing ice cubes (or hot water) on
a thermostat to increase the flow of heat (or cold air), would be permitted since that is
an indirect and unusual manner of making the adjustment.

4, Rav Shlom Goren, Torat ha-Refu'a, p. 80

The position of the Noda Biyehuda and the Chatam Sofer is correct and applicable from
a halakhic perspective, but only when we are talking about Jewish doctors in the
Diaspora, who bear no responsibility for the health of the people in the country. They
are only bound by the mitzvah and the duty to treat patients who turn to them but are
not responsible for planning short-term or long-term medical services. Regarding them,
the basic outlook of the great authorities mentioned above is correct, that in the
absence of a sick person standing before them, they may not use the criteria
of piku'ach nefesh in order to worry about sick people in the future, who may never
appear before these doctors, and if they appear, this insubstantial possibility does not
constitute a basis to permit Torah prohibitions for doctors, who are not responsible for
medical services in the future.

However, when we are dealing with an independent Jewish state, where the
government of Israel is responsible to design a medical system in the country for all its
citizens, this national responsibility does not express itself in the daily individual
planning of medical services in Israel, but rather in overall long-term responsibility.
Surely it is clear that every year a significant number of patients requiring a transplant
will be admitted to the country's hospitals. If we do not worry from the outset about
organ donations, we will not be able to satisfy the many requests that will arise
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Rambam Shabbat 2:23

The following rules apply] when gentiles lay siege to Jewish cities If their intent was
financial gain, the Sabbath laws should not be violated because of them, nor are we
allowed to wage war against them. If a city is located near the border, however, we
should march against them with weapons and wage war against them even when they
are demanding hay or straw.

In any location, if the gentiles' intent was Jewish lives, or if they engaged in battle with a
city or laid siege to it without stating a specific intention, we must wage war against
them, and the Sabbath laws should be violated because of them. It is a mitzvah for
every member of the Jewish people who can come [to their assistance] to go out and
aid their brethren who are under siege and save them from the gentiles [although it is
the] Sabbath. It is forbidden to wait until Saturday night.

After they have saved their brethren, they may return home with their weapons on
the Sabbath, so that a dangerous situation will not be created in the future.
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