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Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik. Halakhic Man pg.31-40

Judaism has a negative attitude toward death: a corpse defiles; a grave defiles ... the priests of God are
forbidden to defile themselves with the dead. He whose holiness is of a higher order than the holiness of his
fellow is subject to a more severe prohibition against defilement. An ordinary priest may defile himself for his
seven relatives, the high priest may not defile himself even for them.

Many religions view the phenomenon of death as a positive spectacle, inasmuch as it highlights and sensitizes
the religious consciousness and “sensibility.” They, therefore, sanctify death and the grave because it is here
that we find ourselves at the threshold of transcendence, at the portal of the world to come. Death is seen as a
window filled with light, open to an exalted supernal realm. Judaism, however, proclaims that coming into
contact with the dead precipitates defilement. Judaism abhors death, organic decay and dissolution. It bids
one to choose life and sanctify it. Authentic Judaism as reflected in halakhic thought sees death as a terrifying
contradiction to the whole experience of religious life.... When a person dies, he is freed from the
commandments.

... Homo Religiosus starts out in this world and ends up in supernal realms; halakhic man starts out in supernal
realms and ends up in this world. Homo religiousus, dissatisfied, disappointed, and unhappy, craves to rise up
from the vale of tears, from concrete reality, and aspires to climb the mountain of the Lord. He attempts to
extricate himself from the narrow straights of empirical existence and emerge into the wide spaces of a pure
and pristine transcendental existence. Halakhic man, on the contrary, longs to bring transcendence down into
this valley of the shadow of death —i.e. into our world — and transform it into the land of the living.
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Structure of Shemot — Vayikra
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— Shemot ch.19-20. Matan Torah

— Shemot ch. 21-23 Mishpatim
Shemot ch.24 - Covenant

— Shemot ch.25-40 - Mishkan

L Vayikra ch.1-17 - Mishkan

——  Vayikra ch. 18-25 Chukim uMishpatim

— Vayikra 26 - Covenant

* For more on this, see the Ramban on Vayikra 25:1



